
Mercator – 1st  Empirical Maps 

“The Fleming Mercator empirically discovered the projection technique  
which made possible decisive improvements in marine maps.” 
-Pierre Jeannin, Merchants of the Sixteenth Century, translated by Paul Fittinghof, (New York: Harper & Row, 1972),  
p.110   

L: Very first part of the world 
empirically mapped: Flanders 



  

The Flemish Role in the First English Colonies in America:  

Roanoke & Sable Island (1583-1585) 



Mercator  – 1st to Map w/Navigational Grids 

On this wall map of 1569 Mercator wrote a dedication to mariners of his method of map projection 
for long distance navigation by using loxodromes as straight lines. The Mercator projection  
was most suitable for plotting courses at sea. Hondius, working w/ Edward Wright,  
Conformed this process to practical use in 1594. 



English Had No Clue of What/Where of America 

“As late as 1583 there had been no certain knowledge in England of the coast of 
Newfoundland, despite the long experience offshore of [English] deep-sea fishermen, 
not to mention John Cabot’s landfall made there, or thereabouts, three generations 
earlier.”  
 
– Richard Hackluyt, Voyages and Discoveries: The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and  
Discoveries of the English Nation, ed., Jack Beeching (New York: Penguin, 1972), p.18 



Mercator, Keizer Karel and the Northwest Passage    
-Mercator utilized information from Maximilianus 
Transylvanus of Brussel (who interviewed survivors 
of Magellan voyages). 
 
-Mercator utilized information supplied by the 
Flemish-Azoreans, the Corte Reales (voyages from 
Azores to Newfoundland 1480s-1502).  
 
-“Against the Arctic gateway to the Moluccas, 
Mercator engraved a reference to the Corte Reales: 
‘Arctic straits or Straits of the Three Brothers, by 
which the Portuguese tried to go to the East to travel 
to the Indies and Molucca’. Thus, the north-west 
passage [to Asia across the Arctic] existed 
because navigators had tried to find it.” (And it had 
a printed existence because globe-makers had tried 
to plot it.) To substantiate their conviction that the 
Corte Reales had pushed past the Arctic to Asia, 
the globe-makers created a stubby peninsula part-
way down the Asian coast, which Mercator labeled 
‘Promontorium Corterealis’.”   
 
- Nicholas Crane, Mercator: The Man Who Mapped 
the Planet, p.84 



John Dee & Richard Hackluyt – Heavily 
Influenced by Abraham Ortelius in 1577 

One example of Flemish innovations adopted by 
or utilized by the English is the Atlas. The very 
first Atlas was created by Abraham Ortelius in 
1570, at the suggestion of Gerard Mercator, 
Ortelius’ friend and collaborator… 

“The idea of publishing an atlas in the form of a uniform collection of maps with 
accompanying texts, engraved specifically for this purpose, and bound as a book, 
seems to have come from Ortelius’; contacts with Aegidius Hooftman, an Antwerp 
merchant. When Hooftman asked him to supply  a number of maps covering Europe in a 
convenient format, he assembled a set of 38 maps in a book form[at].” 
 - Marcel P.R. van den Broecke, Ortelius  Atlas Maps: An Illustrated Guide, (Westrenen, Tuurdlijk, The 
Netherlands: HES Publishers, 1996), p.13 



Abraham Ortelius: Cosmographer to the King of 
Spain Develops Atlas For an Antwerp Merchant  

“’Nothing pleases me more than…to state clearly what first 
led Ortelius to think of compiling his ‘Theatrum’.... I was in 
1554 [at the age of 16] apprenticed to Aegidius Hooftman, 
the well-known merchant of Antwerp. There I became 
acquainted with your relative Emanuel van Meteren…We 
often spoke of Abraham Ortels, who was a relative of van 
Meteren…Having a taste for history, and more especially 
for geography, he [Ortelius] endeavored to gain a 
livelihood by selling the best maps he could purchase…As 
the unrolling of the large maps of that time proved to be 
very inconvenient, I suggested [to Hooftman ca 1569] to 
obviate this difficulty by binding as many small maps as 
could be had together in a book which might be easily 
handled. Hence the task was entrusted to me, and through 
me to Ortelius.’” 
 
 - J.Rademacher to J. Cool, Middleburg 25 July 1603 in Marcel P.R. van den 
Broecke, Ortelius  Atlas Maps: An Illustrated Guide, (Westrenen, Tuurdlijk, The 
Netherlands: HES Publishers, 1996), pp.13-14   



Mercator  – 1st to Map a Feasible Northwest Passage 
“Mercator cites his authority for his delineation of the northern regions: the Itinerarium of a 
Flemish  traveler named Jacobus Cnoyen… this work was called the Inventio Fortunata, 
which also, (ironically, in light of its title) is lost. Ruysch cites the same sources, and …Behaim was 
working from  the Inventio Fortunata also.”   
- Chet Van Duze “The Mythic Geography of the Northern Polar Regions“, pp.2-3 Cnoyen’s source was a priest, a “fifth generation 
Brusselensis”  with an astrolabe who arrived  at  the court of the King of Norway in 1364 from Greenland;  as Mercator tells John Dee  
(in a letter dated  April 20, 1577). 

“[John] Dee was in fact much wrapped up in the northwest idea during these dozen 
years of experimenting, dealing with it both as a promoter and as an unofficial 
geographer royal. ” 
-George Bruner Parks, Richard Hackluyt and the English Voyages, (New York: American Geographical Society, 1928),  
p.48 



The Connection Between Gilbert, Raleigh, Dee, 
and Van Meteren…   

“[John Dee] was closely associated with Raleigh, who took 
Dee’s place in the ‘Fellowship of New Navigations 
Atlanticall and Septentionall’ that set off to colonize 
America in the mid-1580s.” 
 – Benjamin Woolley, The Queen’s Conjurer: The Science and Magic of Dr. John Dee, 
Adviser to Queen Elizabeth, I, pp.279-280  

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, in his patent to the North American 
coast [granted by Queen Elizabeth I, on June 11, 1578], 
“relinquished latitudes above 50 degrees north to Dr. 
John Dee, though he kept Newfoundland inside his 
own sphere of influence.”  
– David B. Quinn, North America From Earliest Discovery to First Settlements, pp.362-363  

Emanuel Van Meteren was the only non-English member of the ‘Fellowship of  
New Navigations Atlanticall and Septentionall’ 

“The intermediary [between the English and the ‘Dutch’] was Emanuel van Meteren, 
dean of the [Netherlandic] colony in London although he was naturalized [as] an 
Englishman.” 
– George Bruner Parks, Richard Hackluyt and the English Voyages, (New York: American Geographical Society, 1928), p.142  



An Azorean Fleming Shows English to America  

“Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who with the backing of Sir 
Francis Walsingham the Secretary of State was 
planning a colonising expedition to the east coast of 
America from 1578, also needed Spanish charts. He 
gained the services of a Portuguese pilot Simon 
Fernandez…The only chart by Fernandez now known 
survives as a copy…Its legend written in a 16th century 
hand reads: ‘The counterfet of Mr Fernando Simon his 
sea charte which he lent my master at Mortlake. Ao 
1580. Novemb. 20. Fernando Simon is a Portugale, 
and borne in Tercera beyng one of the Iles called 
Azores.’ The master at Mortlake was the philosopher 
and geographical advisor to the Queen [Elisabeth I] 
John Dee. The chart appears to have been one of 
Dee’s main sources for his map of North America, 
1580…which he prepared for Queen Elizabeth as 
evidence of England’s right to territories north of 
Florida.” 
 
– Helen Wallis, North Material on Nautical Cartography in the British Library, 1550-
1650, (UC Bibliotheca Geral, 1984), p.195  



Flemish-Azorean Symon Fernandez Guides the 1st English 
Settlement in the U.S. to Roanoke, 1584  

“The pilot [to Roanoke, the first English 
colony in what became the U.S.], Simon 
Fernandez [a native of Terceira in the 
Azores], has had more experience in the 
[West] Indies than almost anyone in 
England.”  
 
–Lee Miller, Roanoke: Solving the Mystery of the Lost Colony, 
(New York: Penguin, 2000),  p.64  



The First New England – Looking for Path to Asia 

“Humboldt observes ‘that the more it became gradually recognized that the newly-
discovered lands constituted one connected tract, extending from Labrador to the 
promontory of Paria, the more intense became the desire of finding some passage 
either in the south or at the north.’ To find this waterway was the fixed purpose of a 
number of the explorers, and this at an early date.” 
 
-E.L. Stevenson, “Martin Waldseemuller and the Early Lusitano-Germanic Cartography of the New World” ,  Bulletin of  
the American Geographical Society, Vol. 36, No. 4 (1904), pp. 193-215; American Geographical Society Stable URL: 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/198810 .Accessed: 06/05/2012 10:50, p.202  



The First New England Was in California 

  

Before it was called “California” by Europeans it was called “Nova 
Albion”  = New England – thanks to Sir Francis Drake’s visit in 1579 



The First Flemish Influence in California 

  

The first contemporary woodcut prints purporting to show the first meeting  
between the Europeans and Native Americans at Drakes Bay in 1579, were by  
the Flemish engraver Theodore DeBry 



The First Flemish Influence in California 

  

The first map of Sir Francis Drake’s Circumnavigation was  printed 
at Antwerp in 1581 by Nicola Van Sype  



The First Flemish Influence in California 

  

The first printed account of Sir Francis Drake’s Circumnavigation was by 
Antwerp native Emanuel Van Meteren, in his 1593 “Histoire” 



The First Flemish Influence in California 

  

“Nova Albion”  - ‘discovered’ by Sir Francis 
Drake in 1579  – mapped by Judocus 
Hondius of Wakken, Flanders circa 1595 

“Sir Francis Drake” painted by 
Judocus Hondius ca 1581 



Olivier Brunel Links Pelts & Protestants 
[Olivier Brunel] “sailed north for the English. Then he vanished. However Brunel had failed, he had 
not been a failure. It was he who made the White Sea Trading Company of the Dutch a success; he 
was the first Dutch Arctic navigator. Others were to follow along the path he had blazed.”  
– Jeanette Mirsky, To the Arctic! The Story of Northern Exploration from Earliest Times, p.37  



…in the Northeast for Muscovy, Furs, Cathay 

 - 1555 -  John Dee, Sebastian Cabot & Henry Hudson Sr. form Muscovy Co. 
- 1560s-1580s – Olivier Brunel of Brussel – Flemish émigré to England – works as fur 
trader at Narva, Russia 
- 1570s-1580s – Olivier Brunel, imprisoned by Russians, thanks to English intrigues, 
including a Thos Hudson. Sent via Ob R. overland from Muscovy to trade with the 
Chinese 
-1580s – Brunel back in Netherlands and informs Plancius of NorthEast route to  
China   



Brunel & The Search For a North East Passage 
“It was due to the efforts of one man that the Dutch were aroused to take up the search for 
the Northeast Passage….[That man] was Oliver Brunel. He was intelligent, enterprising, and 
adventurous, and, while these qualities brought success to the Dutch White Sea Trading Company 
from its very start, they also marked him out for an amazing career. He learned the native language 
in order to deal directly with the hunters, and his drive and initiative soon made him such a 
formidable rival to the English traders that they decided to get him out of their way. They denounced 
him as a spy…Somehow he was paroled and put in the custody of the Stroganov family…As their 
agent he made his famous overland trip [to trade with China]….Years passed. Brunel studied 
and planned for the day when he would be sent to find the Northeast Passage….To that end his 
whole life had been shaped….Balthazar de Moucheron, a wealthy Brussels merchant, financed 
Brunel’s expedition of 1584.”- J Mirsky, To the Arctic: The Story of Northern Exploration from earliest Times to 
the Present, pp.35-36  



Flemings Joined Drake, Gilbert, Hawkins & 
Raleigh 

“All four of  Adolf Van Meetkercke’s sons joined and 
officered in the English army in the Netherlands in the 
1580s-1590s.Baldwin, Adolf’s second son, was 
knighted by Sir Francis Drake at Cadiz in 1596 for his 
heroism against the Spaniards. The Van Meetkerckes 
were not only co-religionists but friends of Emanuel 
Van Meteren, and his cousin Abraham Ortelius.” 
 
http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com quoting D.J.B. Trim, “Protestant 
Refugees in Elizabethan England and Confessional Conflict in 
France and the Netherlands, 1562-c.1610”, pp.72-73, in Randolph 
Vigne and Charles Littleton, eds., From Strangers to Citizens: The 
Integration of Immigrant Communities in Britain, Ireland and Colonial 
America, 1570-1750, (Brighton: Sussex Academic Press, 2001), 
pp.68-79. 

http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/


The World According to Ortelius 1587 

World map by Abraham Ortelius in 1587. Note the implied Northwest 
passage over America to Asia – and an equally viable Northeast passage.  



Flemish Roots of Dutch/English Navigation… 

In 1584-85, Lucas Waghenaer pulled navigational traditions 
together in the text, views, and hydrographic charts of his 
Spieghel der Zeevaerdt.  
 
Translated into English in 1588 by Ortelius/ Van Meteren’s 
cousin Daniel Rogers, The Mariner's Mirrour became the 
Bible for Dutch & English nautical mapping and charting for the 
next 150 years… 
 
Waghenaer’s book was based upon the translation of ‘Arte de 
Navigacao’ by Pedro Medina by Merten Everaert of Brugge 
and Michiel Coignet’s ‘Nieuwe Onderwysinghe op de 
principaelste punckten der Zeevaert’ – both published in 
Antwerp in 1580. 
 
Waghenaer’s book was printed in Amsterdam by the 
Brabander Cornelis Claesz. from Haarlem– the same printer  
who worked with Hondius  and printed  the nautical charts that 
Petrus Plancius used for the V.O.C. and which in fact may 
have been stolen by Willem Usselinckx from the Iberians!* 

-Cornelis Koeman, “Flemish and Dutch Contributions to the Art of Navigation”, p.499 & 
- *J.K.J. de Jonge, Opkomst van het Nederlands gezag in Oost Indie 1595-1610. Deel I, p.168. 
 



Hackluyt’s Purchas & Van Meteren’s Histoire 

“Hackluyt discussed plans for North-west Passage ventures, contemplated in the Netherlands, with 
Abraham Ortelius in London.” 
 
– D.B. Quinn, The Hackluyt  Handbook,  Vol. I (London: The Hackluyt Society, 1974), p.268 [quoting Taylor, Hakluyts, II, 
 p.279]  

Richard Hackluyt’s  
 
Principal Navigations (L)  
 
borrowed from Ortelius  
 
And from Van Meteren’s  
 
Histoire der Nederland 
(R) 



Cousins: Ortelius-Van Meteren-Rogers 

“’That great Daniel [Rogers], the envoy of the most glorious Elizabeth Queen of England, no less 
remarkable for his literary prowess than for his courtesy.’” 
 
 - J.Rademacher to J. Cool, Middleburg 25 July 1603 in J.A. Van Dorsten, Poets, Patrons, and Professors: Sir Philip  
Sidney, Daniel Rogers and the Leiden Humanists, (Leiden: University Press, 1962), p. 75  

[i] 



Close Anglo-Flemish Cooperation  
Esp. in Cartography – Bruneel, Plancius,Mercator, Ortelius, Dee, and Hakluyt 

English explorers depended on information transmitted to them by John Dee and Richard Hakluyt. 
Dee and Hakluyt were in direct and continuous correspondence with Emanuel van Meteren in 
London, Van Meteren’s cousin Abraham Ortelius at Antwerp and Gerard Mercator of   
Rupelmonde in Duisberg. Cartographers, book sellers, and printers were (at least in the 
Netherlands) all members of Sint-Lucasgilde… 

Mercator 

Ortelius 

Sint-Lucasgilde 

John Dee 
Richard Hackluyt 



The Connection Between Gilbert and Raleigh   

“Sir Humphrey Gilbert was fourteen years older than his half-brother, Ralegh, and of much more 
consequence. He had been at Eton, Oxford, and the Court, and been knighted on active service. 
His family’s ancient and noble seat at Compton Castle near Torquay had been a second home to 
the young Walter in his holidays….The brothers were determined to put their country back where 
she used to be, in the middle and most important part of the map.... England could harry other 
navies and outstrip them in the race for ‘rich and unknown  lands, fatally and it seemeth by 
God’s providence, reserved for England.’  So Gilbert wrote with Ralegh’s help, in an urgent 
attempt to convince the Privy Council that there was a North-West Passage through the Arctic 
Ocean to Cathay and India; then that North America was ‘of all other unfrequented places, 
the most fittest and comodius for us to meddle withal’. As a still better notion, he told them 
‘How to annoy the King of Spain…fall upon the enemy’s shipping, destroy his trade in 
Newfoundland and the West Indies, and possess both regions.’ …[p.21] America was  
waiting for him, and to him America was everything.”  
 
– Margaret Irwin, That Great Lucifer: A Portrait of Sir Walter Ralegh, pp.19-21  



  

The Anglo-Flemish Diaspora 



The Westkwartier Was Devastated, So… 

“The country is so depopulated…one 
sees daily people from the country 
[in Flanders] going to England with 
their families and the tools of their 
trade.”  
 
– Christopher Dassonville to Granvelle, January 
15, 1565 

At left, the 
“Westkwartier”.  

“The bosgeuzen …guerilla war in the Westkwartier of Flanders  was co-ordinated by the 
Dutch churches in Sandwich, Norwich, and London.”  
 
– D.J.B. Trim, ”Protestant Refugees in Elizabethan England and Confessional Conflict in France and  
the Netherlands, 1562-c.1610”, in From Strangers to Citizens, p.69 



Flemings Fled Flanders…  

Left, “Fleeing 
Flanders” a 19th 
century painting 
glamorizing the 
Flemish 
Protestants’ 
departure for 
England, France, 
& Holland/Zealand 

“During the 1566 rebellion in the Netherlands, in which returned exiles are known to 
have played an important role, the involvement of Englishmen is often overlooked.” .”  
 
– D.J.B. Trim, ”Protestant Refugees in Elizabethan England and Confessional Conflict in France and  
the Netherlands, 1562-c.1610”, p.69  



For Nearby Places   
Especially the English Cinque Ports 

“Some [Flemings] managed to bring their money with them [to England], all  
brought their skills and their reformed religion.” 
 
- John Parker, Van Meteren’s Virginia, 1607-1612, p. 8 



…to England  
(& Later their children and grandchildren settled in…) 

L: the towns in England in the Flemish 
diaspora; Below: the path across the 
North Sea/Channel was not far. 

“The people [English] are not so hard-working and industrious as the Netherlanders. 
…The most laborious, difficult and skilled work [in England] is chiefly done by 
foreigners.” Emanuel Van Meteren, native of Antwerp, Dutch Consul in London (1582-1611), and  
resident of London since 1550, writing about 1575.  



Many Settled in England’s 2nd Largest City, 
Norwich – Where the Pilgrims Started From 

Robert Brown, founder of the Brownists [the denomination of America’s Puritans], “first 
preached at [the Dutch-language church at] Norwich in 1581, where the Dutch  
had a numerous congregation.”  
– John Chambers, A General History of the County of Norfolk, p.1188 



Many Settled in England’s 2nd Largest City, 
Norwich – Where the Pilgrims Started From 

“The Dutch exile churches in the vicinity of 
Norwich had played a role in shaping the 
radical Separatism of Robert Browne in the 
closing decades of the sixteenth century. 
Browne eventually fled England to form an 
exile community of his own in Middleburg, 
where in 1582 he published tracts that led 
to the association of his name with the 
schismatic ‘Brownists’ from whom Robinson 
and Bradford were at pains to distinguish 
their own congregation. John Robinson too 
had his first clerical post in Norwich, a 
situation that may have familiarized him 
with Dutch religious practices and perhaps 
to a limited extent with their language.” 
 
- Douglas Anderson, William Bradford’s Books, p.18 



…&Used England As Their Base For Privateering 

“Privateering furnished a training ground of experience in something which was of vital 
importance to the Dutch.” 
 
-Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and On the Wild Coast: 1580-1680, p.8  

Den Brielle, 1571 



…& Led the Fighting in the Dutch Revolt 

“The leader of the Dutch Revolt, William of Orange, saw piracy and privateering as the only way to 
both raise money for the cause and inflict damage on the enemy’s weak points. Like guerilla war 
leaders up to our own day, the Prince hoped that his pirates could sow sufficient discontent 
throughout the Low Countries to weary Spain and win the war. First, the Prince issued letters of 
marquee to legitimize the “robberies and piracies being committed”. But he strictly  
demanded a tithe of one-third of all spoils to further fund the rebellion.” 
 
-Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and On the Wild Coast: 1580-1680, p.8. 

De Ontzet van Leiden 
 
(The Relief of the Siege 
of Leiden, 1574) 



Jamestown – Refuge for Flemish Refugees 

Jamestown was the first English settlement in the New World to thrive. Curiously, the heaviest 
regions of Flemish immigrants in England  (left map) were also the source of many of the emigrants 
to Jamestown and New England. Inevitably, then, some of these “English” colonists to  
Jamestown and New England had Flemish roots.  



Jonas Cabeljau (Cabbelion, Cabelliauw), zoon van Abraham, afkomstig Gent, door Sweden; geb. 1577, beg. 
Rotterdam Spuivaart 6-11-1632, j.g. van Metston (=Maidstone) in Engelandt, wonend te Leiden (1599), doopget. 
te Amsterdam (1604) dan wonend te Rotterdam, komt in veel akten te Rotterdam[1] voor als lakengrossier (1608), 
coopman (1606..1632), coopman van meede (1615), laeckencooper (1519), reder (1619), sluit een 
compagnieschap met Abraham van de Poel voor de fabricage van grauwe pampieren (1630), belender aan de 
Nyeupoort (1616, 1623), woont op de Delfsevaert (1621), op de Spoeyevaart (1623, 1630), doopget. te Rotterdam 
(1618), voogd over Lysbet en Guido Blauvoet, kinderen van Maerten Blauvoet en Magdalena 
Malebranck (1620), huw. get. te Amsterdam (1629), doopget. te Leiden (1628), otr./tr. Rotterdam geref. 11-7/17-
8-1599 (met attestatie van Leijden),[2] Susanna van Quickelbergh(e), geb. 1578/79, ovl. na 1649, volgens 
Ref[3] ov. Rotterdam 26-3-1645, j.d. van Francfort, wonende in de Hoefsteech (1599), poorteres van Rotterdam, 
woont te Rotterdam (1636), vermeld in akten (1633..1649) na de dood van haar man,[4] wiens activiteiten zij als 
coopvrouw (1636, 1637) kennelijk voortzet, eigenaar van een papiermolen in Velp, eigenaar van de hofstede 
"Vossenburch" te Ouden Bosch, eigenaar van een tuin, erf en speelhuisje met beplanting, gelegen aan 
de Cingel buiten de Goutsepoort, woont in de Hoochstraet (1637..1645), te Rotterdam (1646), dr. van  
Steven Stevens van Quickelberg (de jonge), zijdewever, en Jkvr. Aldegonde Maelbrancke,  
te Brugge.  - Cabeljau Stamboom,  

Flemish? English? Dutch? German? Swedish? 
            Flemish Refugee Trails Took Them Through Multiple Countries 



  

Henry Hudson & the Flemish 



Vlamingen en Nederlandse ontdekkingsreizen 

• Olivier Brunel - 1584?: Brussel afkomstig – collaborator and friend of Plancius, Mercator & Ortelius 
• Willem Barentsz - 1594: Plancius’ student (and user of his patented maps and navigational tools). 
• Cornelis Nay - 1594: Barents’ subordinate (and user of his patented maps and navigational tools). 
• Willem Barentsz - 1595: Plancius’ student (and user of his patented maps and navigational tools). 
• Cornelis Houtman - 1596-1597: brother Drederik worked w Plancius to develop 12 new constellations (aided sailing) 
• Willem Barentsz - 1596-1597: Plancius’ student (and user of his patented maps and navigational tools). 
• Jacques Mahu - 1598-1600: Antwerpen afkomstig 
• Olivier van Noort - 1598-1601: financed by the Maggellan Co – financed by P Van der Hagen of Antwerp & J van der Veken of 

Mechelen 
• Joris van Spilbergen - 1602: Antwerpen afkomstig 
• Willem Jansz - 1605-1606: sailed under Jacob van Neck of Antwerp, a Plancius student 
• Henry Hudson financed recruited and employed by Plancius, Van Meteren, and Dirck Van Os 
• Hendrik Brouwer - 1611: under the command of Jan Pieterszn Coen of Brussel 
• Adriaen Block - 1613-1614: sailed under the financing of Aert Vogels of Antwerp and with involvement from Plancius 
• Dirck Hartog - 1616: Sailed under Carpentier of Antwerp; followed Mercator’s/Ortelius depiction of a Terra Australis 
• Jacob Le Maire en Willem Cornelisz Schouten - 1615-1617: Antwerpen afkomstig 
• Jan Carstensz - 1623: Verkent de kust van Nieuw-Guinea en Kaap York schiereiland. Willem Joosten van Colster 
• François Thijssen - 1626-1627: Volgt de zuidkust van Australië. 
• François Pelsaert - 1628-1629: Antwerpen afkomstig 
• Matthijs Quast - 1639: No direct Flemish connection 
• Abel Tasman - 1642-1643: followed Mercator’s/Ortelius depiction of a Terra Australis 
• Maarten de Vries - 1643: No direct Flemish connection 
• Abel Tasman - 1644: followed Mercator’s/Ortelius depiction of a Terra Australis 
• Hendrick Hamel - 1653-1666: No direct Flemish connection 
• Simon van der Stel - 1685: No direct Flemish connection 
• Willem de Vlamingh - 1696-1697: Of Flemish ancestry… 

By the end of the 16th century, searching for a NE or NW Passage was “the only thing of the world 
that was left yet undone.”  - John Pinkerton, A General Collection of the Best and Most Interesting Voyages, v.12, p.511 
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“Among the greatest cartographers” 
“As can be seen from  the 
legends on  his Worldmap,  
he [Plancius]  held  the 
view,  common  in  his  day, 
that the  climate of  the 
polar  regions  was  very 
favourable  and that there 
was  an ice-free  sea at the 
North  Pole.” 
- Johannes Keuning, “XVIth Century 
Cartographers”, p. 

“Even  if we had  only this one map of Plancius, it would  be already sufficient to range  
him among the greatest  cartographers of  the  XVIth century… They  are the  oldest  
Dutch  charts of  the outer-European seas and coasts.  Plancius was the first to  
place them  at the Dutch  seamen's  disposal.  Probably they  were  all published  
between 1592 and 1594.” 
 
-Johannes Keuning, “XVIth Century Cartography in the Netherlands: (Mainly in the Northern Provinces)” 
Imago Mundi, Vol. 9, (1952), pp. 35-60+62-63; Published by: Imago Mundi, Ltd. Stable URL 
:http://www.jstor.org/stable/1150011 , p.60 

http://www.jstor.org/action/showPublisher?publisherCode=iml
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1150011


Plancius Develops a Solution to Longitude… 

“In 1594 [September 12th, Plancius] was granted a patent [by the States General] for his 
method to find longitude by means of the observed variation of the magnetic needle and 
a calibrated scale to be used in combination with an ‘Astrolabium Catholicum’. One copy 
of Plancius’ ‘lengtewyser’ has been preserved. It is the copy used by… 
Heemskerk and Barents.” 
 
- Cornelis Koeman, “Flemish and Dutch Contributions to the Art of Navigation”, p.496 



Petrus Plancius – Koopman, Predikant & Geograph  

“Space does not allow me to dwell here upon Plancius’s earlier cartographic 
achievements – he was, in short, both the spiritual father and the able advocate of all the 
earliest Dutch expeditions.. It was Plancius who, at the end of the sixteenth century, sup-
plied the Dutch fleets sailing to the East Indies with charts and navigation  
instruments for their voyage and gave them instructions.” 
-Gunter Schilder, “Org.& Evol. of the Dutch East India Co.’s hydrographic office” Imago Mundi/  
V28/#1/1976/p.61 



“The earliest known [attempts to penetrate the 
Portuguese possessions for trade in Brazil and Asia] 
began when a consortium of Amsterdam merchants 
and Petrus Plancius…united in the Compagnie van 
Verre [in 1594]”. 
- Cle Lesger,  The Rise of the Amsterdam Market and Information Exchange: 
Merchants, Commercial Expansion and Change in the Spatial Economy of the 
Low Countries c.1550-1630, p.89 

West Indies = America   

“‘Scoops’ of trade secrets [from the Iberians] placed 
Plancius (and the Dutch East India Companies 
where he was central cartographer) at the most 
forward edge of cartography as it was known.”    
 
 - J.K.J. de Jonge,  Opkomst van het Nederlands gezag in Oost 
Indie 1595-1610. Deel I, p.168. 



The VOC en de ZuidNederlanders 

“[Among the initial 1,143 shareholders who registered with the Amsterdam kamer  in 
August, 1602] there were 88 chief shareholders (‘grootaandeelhouders’), each of whom 
invested more than 45% of the VOC’s capital. This group consisted of 38 immigrants 
from the south Netherlands (total investment  of 890,460 guilders) and 43  
investors from the north Netherlands (total investment of 684,500 guilders.”  
- Henk den Heijer, De VOC en de Beurs, p.25  

Top 8 Aandeelhouders in de VOC 
Isaac le Maire…………….85,000 gulden 
Pieter Lijnkens.…………..60,000 
Jacques de Velaer……….57,000 
Willem van Viersen………55,000 
Dirck/Hendrik Van Os……47,000 
Jaspar Quinget…………...45,000 
Jan Jaensz. Kaerel………33,000 
Reinier Pauw……………..30,000 
Louis de le Beecq………..30,000 
Elias de Raet……………..30,000 
-Gustaaf Asaert, 1585: De Val van Antwerpen en de 
Uittocht van Vlamingen en Brabanders, p.224 
 

-Italicized names = Vlamingen/Brabanders 



The VOC: “A Passage to China by NE or NW” 

“The Dutch East India Company had been incorporated in 1602, and as the armed 
opposition of the Spaniards and Portuguese was a source of great expense and some 
loss, the Company resolved again [following the voyages of the 1580s and 1590s] to try 
to find ‘a passage to China by northeast or northwest,’ as stated by [Emanuel]  
Van Meteren [of Antwerp].”   
 
- Dingman Versteeg, New Netherland’s Founding, p.1  

Pepper 



1598: 1st Voyage to Asia – Funded & Led by Zuid Nederlanders! 

-Financed by John Van Veecken (of Mechelen) and Pieter van der Haegen (of Antwerp) 
 

-Led by Jacques Mahu and Simon Cordu of Antwerp – attempts the Magellan Strait  
 
-Reaches Japan (de Liefde) – the famous Will Adams of the book/movie “Shogun” 
 
-Discovers the Falkland Islands (Sebald de Weert) 
 
-Generates large profits an compels cooperation 



Emanuel Van Meteren, Petrus Plancius, Jodocus Hondius, &  
Dirck Van Os – Four Flemings for Hudson 

Henry Hudson is credited with discovering the land that became New Netherland. Yet, it 
was four Flemings – Plancius from Dranouter, Hondius from Wakken, and Van  
Meteren and Van Os from Antwerp – who recruited, employed, guided, and  
Financed Henry Hudson’s historic 1609 voyage. 

Van Meteren Plancius Hondius 

1605-1607 – Hudson explores  for Northeast Passage 2x  - fails, out of work… 

Van Os 



Emanuel Van Meteren & Hudson 

Van Meteren 

-Born Antwerp 1535; emigrated to London 1550; 1st cousin of Daniel 
Rogers (QE I’s spy/diplomat) and Ortelius; Dutch Consul in London 
1583-1612 
 

-Van Meteren finds, recruits, and vouches for Hudson; 
 

-Relies upon good friend Richard Hackluyt (whose writings catalog 
and inspire the English voyages of exploration 1550s-1620s) 
 

-Earlier (1594) had been the go-between for a proposed Anglo-
Netherlandic voyage of exploration for a Northeast passage (cf George 
Bruner Parks, Richard Hackluyt and the English Voyages, pp. 146, 253, 260) 
 

-Contributed intelligence gleaned from Hackluyt in England to 
Plancius for use by Willem Barentsz’ voyages (1595-96) 
 

-Wrote the first and definitive account of Hudson’s voyage 

“He formed a wide acquaintance among both Englishmen and Netherlanders, giving and receiving 
information, and doing favors of all sorts, like many a counsul before and since.”  
 
- John Parker, Van Meteren’s Virginia, 1607-1612, p. 9 



Petrus Plancius  
 

Plancius 

-Born Dranoutre (near Ieper) 
1552; preached in Brussels; 
esteemed theologian; leader of 
the Contra-Remonstrants 
 
-Gathered intelligence about fur 
trading in Russia and the 
overland route between 
Muscovy and Cathay from 
Olivier Bruneel (Brusselaer, who 
lived in Russia 1560s-1580s) 
 
-Co-investor with Dirck van Os 
(future head of Amsterdam 
kamer of the VOC) 1580s-1600s 
in overseas trading ventures. 
 
-Regular correspondent  with 
Van Meteren, Ortelius, Hondius 
 
 

-Father-in-Law of Englishman 
Matthew Slade (member of 
the Pilgrim’s congregation in 
Amsterdam and spy for 
English Ambassador) 
 
-Patent holder of various 
navigation tools 
 
-Collating various compass 
(true north) recordings from 
returning mariners  to 
academically assist in 
creating master cartographic 
record (for pilots) 
 
-Creates ALL of the maps for 
the VOC ships 



Jodocus Hondius 

Hondius 

-Joost de Hondt was born October 14, 1563 in a small East Flemish village out- 
side of Gent called Wakken. This was shortly after the death of another native of  
Wakken, the Lord of Wakken, Adolf of Burgundy (awarded Yucatan as a pos- 
session by Charles V in 1517). 
 
-Flees Gent for London when Alva’s armies approach (1584) 
 

-Marries into the family of Pieter De Keere (creator of “Leo Belgicus”) 
 

-Member of the “Dutch” Church at Austin Friars w/Emanuel Van Meteren. 
- Paints Drake’s portrait (1581) and maps his 1579 voyage to US West Coast 
 
-In 1587 Hondius created the earliest copper engraved map of the world made in 
 England - a significant development for cartography and especially because it  
focused on the polar regions (and the possibilities of a “Northwest Passage”).  
 

- It is likely no accident that many of Hondius’ English friends – such as Sir Francis Drake and Richard Hackluyt – 
were aggressively pursuing just such a route to the Indies.  
 

- In 1589, Hondius engraved and printed a map of “New Albion”, where Sir Francis Drake established the first 
English settlement in California in 1579. Hondius used Drake’s own journals as well as relying on other eye-
witness interviews. Later, Hondius painted portraits of Drake and other English explorers. 
- Hondius  created the gores of the first English globe in 1592: the Wright-Molyneaux. The map of this globe, 
reprinted in Richard Hackluyt’s “Principall Navigations” established a new cartographic style (leaving unexplored 
portions blank). This method enabled seafarers to better chart the areas for which cartographers had  
imperfect information. It was Hondius' globe that guided first Queen Elizabeth and King James in their  
global sea plans against Spain.  
- Maps Drake’s “New Albion” in 1595 for Drake 



The VOC: Run by Dirk Van Os (Antwerp Exile) From Home! 

-Active participant in overseas trade – often with Petrus Plancius 
-Native Antwerpenaar who emigrated to the “United Provinces” after 1585 
-Head of the VOC Amsterdam Kamer 
-The VOC Amsterdam Kamer dominates the VOC 
-Therefore Van Os de facto  head of the VOC 
-Approx ½ of all major shareholders (and 8 of the top 10 investors) are Zuidnederlanders 
-Directors of the VOC are overwhelmingly Zuidnederlanders  
-The VOC Huis in Amsterdam is Dirck and brother Hendrick’s home 
-Creates the Amsterdaamsche Wisselbank in 1609 to facilitate trade finance 



Hudson & de Halve Maen 

“Hudson’s ship’s name clearly was inspired by the half-moon medallion worn by the 
Dutch privateers. Called “sea beggars” (watergeuzen), they were often financed by 
leading Dutch merchants. They [the watergeuzen] had played a leading role in the Dutch 
revolt against the Spanish…and enjoyed folklore status for the damage they  
inflicted on Spanish property, at sea and on land.”  
– Douglas Hunter, Half Moon: Henry Hudson and the Voyage That Redrew the Map of the New World,  
p.60  

This medal, silver cast & tooled likely by Antwerpenaar 
Jaak Jonghelinck , is called the “half moon of Boisot”. It 
was worn by the “Dutch” maritime rebels called 
Watergeuzen or Sea Beggars, fixed to their hats, as they 
fought a turning battle of the war - the relief of Leiden in 
1574. (That battle inspired a practice that came to be 
called “Thanksgiving” by the Pilgrims.) The medal  was 
named after the commander of the Sea Beggars,  the 
Brussels-born Admiral Lodewijk van Boisot. 



“On the first Dutch voyages to the Hudson…the northwest route, however, was taken. 
Taking advantage of the Labrador current, ships sailed by way of Newfoundland….the 
voyage to the Hudson [River] was regarded as an extension of the route to 
Newfoundland.”  
 
Simon Hart, The Prehistory of the New Netherland Company,  p.19 



Compass Rose - Flemish 



Van Meteren: 1st  Report on Hudson’s Discovery 

The very first 
printed report of 
Hudson’s 1609 
voyage was in the 
Antwerpenaar 
Emanuel Van 
Meteren’s 1611 
edition of his 
Geschiednis. 

For the English, Hudson’s voyages “reignited interest 
in proving the Northwest Passage, with four voyages 
sent out between 1612 and 1616.”  
– Douglas Hunter, Half Moon: Henry Hudson and the  
Voyage That Redrew The Map of the World, p. 276 



  

The Voorcompagnieen  



Hudson “Discovers”, Antwerpenaars Develop 

“Van de dertig kooplieden die direkt na de ontdekkings-reis van Hudson in 1609 invest-
eerden in de handel met Nieuw Nederland, waren er twalf uit het Zuiden  
afkomstig.” 
 
- O.Gelderblom, Zuid-Nederlandse kooplieden en de op, p.218 



Nieuw Nederlandt & Beaver Peltries 

“According to preliminary explorations, there was every indication of an unlimited supply 
of this furbearing animal [beavers] in what was soon to be called Nieuw Nederlant (New 
Netherland).” 
 
Charles T. Gehring and William A. Starna, eds./trans., A Journey into Mohawk and Oneida Country,  
1634-1635,  pp. xiii-xiv 



Antwerpenaars 1st on Hudson River 

“Arnout Vogels, Leonart Pelgrom and Francoys Pelgrom, merchants, chartered the ship 
‘St. Pieter’ of 60 lasts (120 tons) on May 19, 1611…the ship was manned by 13 souls 
and carried three passengers or supercargos for the merchants. The ship, victualled for 
seven months sailed with a load of goods [worth fl2950] to Terra Nova, to carry on trade 
at places appointed by the supercargo. If trade should prove insufficient the  
crew was to help with fishing.” 
- Simon Hart, The Prehistory of the New Netherland Company,  p.20 

“On July 26, 1610, probably some time after the arrival of definite reports of Hudson’s 
voyage in Holland, Vogels chartered the Hoope of about 100 lasts [ca 200 tons], 
skippered by Sijmen Lambertsz Mau from Monnikendam. Mau contracted to  convey 
‘wares and merchandise’ to the ‘West Indies, and nearby lands and places,’ and to trade 
here and there on the coast at the direction of the mate and supercargo, both of whom 
were appointed by the charterer [Arnout Vogels of Antwerp].” 
- Van Cleaf Bachman, Peltries or Plantations, p.4 



The  Vlaamse Voorcompagnieen 

“By August 1613 [Arnout] Vogels [of Antwerp] and his associates, who about this time 
 began styling themselves  ‘the Company of lands situate[d] between Virginia and 
 Nova Francia,’ had obtained  some sort of patent or  authorization from the Stadhouder,  
Prince Maurits…[other  traders] protested the granting of the patent, and by his  
 letter of 23 September 1613, Prince Maurits nullified the  privilege and admonished both 
 parties to reach a  settlement. The competitors met in the presence of the 
 learned geographer-domine Petrus Plancius…” 
 
- Van Cleaf Bachman, Peltries or Plantations, p.7 



Nieuw Nederlandt 
October 11,1614 

‘”The States General of the United Netherlands to all 
to whom these presents shall come, greeting. 
Whereas Gerrit Jacob Witsen, former burgomaster of 
the city of Amsterdam, Jonas Witsen and Simon 
Morissen, owners of the ship called the Little Fox 
(het vosje), Captain Jan de Witt, master; Hans 
Hongers, Paul Pelgrom, and Lambrecht van 
Tweenhuysen, owners of the two ships called the 
Tiger and the Fortune, Captains Adriaen Block and 
Hendrick Christiaensen, masters; Arnoudt van 
Lybergen, Wessel Schenk, Hans Claessen, and 
Barent Sweetsen, owners of the ship Nightengale, 
(Nochtegael), Capt. Thuys Volckertsen, merchant in 
the city of Amsterdam, master; and Pieter 
Clementsen Brouwer, Jan Clementsen Kies, and 
Cornelis Volckertsen, merchants in the city of Hoorn, 
owners of the ship the Fortune, Capt. Cornelis 
Jacobsen Mey, master, have united into one 
company, and have shown to Us, by their petition, 
that after great expenses and damages, by loss of 
ships and other perils, during the present year, they, 
with the above named five ships, have discovered 
certain new lands, situated in America, between New 
France and Virginia, being the seacoasts between 40 
and 45 degrees of latitude, and now called New 
Netherland…Given at the Hague, under our seal, 
paraph, and the signature of our Secretary, on the 
11th day of October, 1614.”   
 
- E.B. O’Callaghan, History of New Netherland,  pp.74-76 



Flemish New Netherlander: Hans Hontom (a) 

• Born in Antwerp in 1583;  
• Fur trader for Jabach-Hontom Family;  
• Trades in Paris-La Rochelle-Rouen-

Amsterdam-Muscovy-Canada-Nieuw 
Nederland; 

• Like Aert Vogels – same Lutheran 
church; 

• First arrives in Nieuw Nederland in 
1610 as a Supercargo for Aert 
Vogels;  

• Later, sails for self as well as 
Raepmaker (Director of the W.I.C.);  

“The coast of New Netherland is like that of Flanders” 
 Vol. 1, p. 179 E.B. O’Callaghan, General Index to the Documents relative to the Colonial History of the State of 
New York, (Albany: Weed, Parsons and Company, 1861) 



Flemish New Netherlander: Hans Hontom (b) 

• Fights w/ Adriaen Block (1611-1614); dispute patched up by Petrus Plancius 
• Develops a reputation for cruelty to the natives  (mutilates Mohican Chief genitalia 

after beavers delivered in 1613 – reputation for excessive cruelty) 
• Brother Willem also captains voyages to NN into the 1620s; 
• Indians avoid trading with Hontom; final return on Soutberg (arrives 16 April, 1633 – 

listed as a “merchant”) 
• Dies in knife fight w/  Cornelis Van der Voorst, Dir. of Pavonia, April, 1633 
• Son (Hans Jr. – born 1619) becomes WIC clerk in 1640s 



Flemish Connection – Hans Thijs 
• Hans Thijsz of Antwerp married to Catharina Boel (b.1570, d of Augustijn Boel) of Antwerp (JMM-AAA153 /5) 
• HT marries CB 1584 and moves w f-in-law Augustijn 1st to Ebling then Danzig to sell chamois /leather (HT does  jewelry)  
• HT's partner is Guillaume Van Rensselaer - HT jeweler - profession dominated by Flemings  & Brabanders  
• HT sells Antwerp home to Rubens 1611 -  HT related to Van Welys? 
• HT's 2 younger bros moved to La Rochelle in 1593 (Gelderblom HT CG p.613) they sell 1/2 of leather bought in Danzig to 

Middleburg (an imp hub in the La Rochelle trade) 
• HT & Boel start selling dressed elk hides in 1594 - yields 49% gross returns (Gelderrblom p613n20) 
• HT/Boels had 10 tanners in Amsterdam that treated the hides into chamois 
• HT/Boels began importing more hides but also (in the 1590s) from Russia, Sweden, France & 'Terra Nova' 
• HT began working with a Van Os in 1598 
• HT decided to get out of the biz in 1599 and had a residual from relatives in La Rochelle and Rouen that he offloaded hides to 

(margins down to 5% by then) until 1602 
• HT from 1589- also did jewelry biz - sold father's output from Frankfurt in Poland and then in Amsterdam 
• HT sold 25% of all turnover to Duchess of Prussia 1589-1595 >8,600 florins 
• HT did all biz w 3 Antwerp goldsmiths - Pieter Bakelrot of Antwerp -largest 2/3s of all biz from HT 1596-1603 
• Paulus Boel sold HTs jewelry for him in La Rochelle (Gelderblom p622) 
• HT's agents sold his jewelry in Archangel, Danzig, Stockholm, Copenhagen, Bourdeaux, Constantinople, Hamnburg, 

Amsterdam, Antwerp, Brussels, La Rochelle Rouen, 
• HT also sold on the side grain, salt, ginger, spices - gradually became a larger part of his biz 
• EG HT worked w Antwerp merchant Jan van Lier who lived in Paris - JVL sold jewelry for HT since 1598 and together bought 

cognac at La Rochelle for resale in Amsterdam to Antwerp merchant Thibault de Pickere (Gelderblom p624). 
• HT trained as a jeweler in Antwerp in 1570s (Gelderblom p.633n90) 
• Hillegond van Bijler (1598-1627) was a first cousin [thru her father Jan/1538-1605; emigrated 1585] to Willem van Wely (1579-

1653) thru his mother Geertruijt (1557-1615). Willem van Wely was a son-in-law [thru wife Maria] of Jan van Valckenburg of 
Antwerp; Willem was a brother-in-law (thru his wife's sisters) to Marcus van Vogelaer (married to Margerita, 2nd ), Jacob Cats 
(married to Elisabeth, 3rd), Arnout Cobbaut (born at Oudenaarde in 1555; married to Anna, eldest), and attorney Fabiaen van 
Vliet (married to sister Susanna, youngest); and Lucas van Valckenburg (married to Susanna Coymans) and Marcus van 
Valckenburg (married to Catherina Quingetti).  (JMM-AAA), p.58). Kilaen's 2nd marriage was to his wife's 1st  

  cousin once removed, Anna Van Wely (Willem's oldest brother Jan's daughter). Willem van Wely's younger sister  
 Theodora's (1588-1637) husband was Jacques L'Hermite. Another younger sister (Cornelia, d 1625) married  
 Geuurt Aerssen van Krieckenbeeck. [Venema pp.320-321]. 



“The last independent Dutch voyages to Nieuw Netherland before the W.I.C. took over 
occurred in 1621-1623.  These were in small partnerships, authorized by the States 
General. The prominent partner in these voyages was Petrus Plancius, participating in 
New World trade literally up to his death [May, 25, 1622, age 70 years].”  
 
– E.B. O’Callaghan, History of New Netherland, Vol. I, pp.94-95  

Flemings Trade at New Netherlands Before WIC. 



  

Flemings in the Founding and Expansion 
of the “Dutch” American Colonies 



Leadership to Amsterdam From Antwerp by 1600 

“The overwhelming preponderance of the greatest gateway in the region: formerly 
Antwerp, but now Amsterdam” 
 
- Cle Lesger,  The Rise of the Amsterdam Market and Information Exchange: Merchants, Commercial 
Expansion and Change in the Spatial Economy of the Low Countries c.1550-1630, p.99 
 



The Twelve Year Truce 1609-1621 (a) 
Allows The Flemish Traders to Exploit NN 

“Between 1585 and 1620 the Amsterdam merchant community grew from less than 500 
people to about 1500. The immigration of Antwerp merchants alone increased the city’s 
capital stock by an estimated 50%.”  
 
-Gelderblom/Joncker, FRVOC, p.20 



The Twelve Year Truce 1609-1621 (b) 
Allows The Flemish Traders to Exploit NN 

“In een memorie uit het jaar 1629 constateren Amsterdamse kooplieden ‘dat wij door onse 
mesnage ende beslepentheyt gedurende de Treves alle natien uut het waeter gevaren, meest alle 
negotien uut andere landen hier getrocken en gansch Europa met onse schepen bedient  
hebben.’”  
 
-Van Dillen, Van Rijkdom en Regenten, p.20  



The Twelve Year Truce 1609-1621 (c) 
Allows The Flemish Traders to Exploit NN 

“In 1609 it was not a peace but a truce that was concluded, which presupposed the continuation of 
the [80 Years’] war.…leaders like [Johan] Oldenbarnevelt were willing to consider a peace on the 
basis of the status quo , that is, on the basis of the abandonment of the Southern Netherlands….In 
1618  the war party took over …among the victors of 1618 [were] the true Calvinists and  
the colonial trading interests”   
- J.W. Smit, “The Netherlands and Europe”, in Britain and the Netherlands in Europe and Asia, p.20 



Gomarus of Brugge, Arminians & Dordrecht 

“De West-Indische Compagnie was de schlepping van het Contra-Remonstrantisme”.  
- Pieter Geyl, Geschiednis van de Nederlandse stam, (Amsterdam, 1949), Vol. I, p.484. 



Usselinkcx & the Crusade Against Spain (a) 
The first publicly-traded company engaged in state-sponsored terrorism! 

Willem Usselinckx, 1568-1648 

As Van Meteren said, Willem Usselinckx was “a man 
well informed of trade and conditions in the West Indies.”  
 
-Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and On the Wild 
Coast: 1580-1680, p.35. 

“Intelligent en welsprekend, begaafd met een levendige fantasie, overtuigd Calvinist en 
hater van de Spaanse monarchie, heft hij zijn leven lang telkens weer nieuwe plannen 
ontworpen om de Spaanse machtspositie in Amerika te ondermijnen.”  
 
- J.G. Van Dillen, “De West-Indische Compagnie, Het Calvinisme en de Politiek,” in Tijdschrift  voor 

Geschiednis, 74, Aflevering 2 (1961), p. 145. 



Usselinkcx & the Crusade Against Spain (b) 
The first publicly-traded company engaged in state-sponsored terrorism! 

“Door een openlijken oorlog”  
 
- W.R. Menkman, De Geschiednis van de West-Indische Compagnie, p.44 

“It is then evident that when money is to be raised, 
people must be offered something that will move 
them to invest, in which God’s honor will help in 
some cases, the destruction of Spain in others, and 
for some the welfare of the fatherland, but the 
leading and most powerful motive will be the profit 
that each man may make for himself.”  
 
Willem Usselinckx, as quoted in Van Brakel, De Hollandsche 
handelscompagnieen, p.33 (Leger, Amsterdam, p.149).  



Usselinkcx & the Crusade Against Spain (c) 
The first publicly-traded company engaged in state-sponsored terrorism! 

“De meeste middelenwaer mede den Koningh van Hispangnien 
de gantsche Weerelt, ende insonderheyt Christenrijck, soo vele 
Jaren in roeren heft gehouden, ende dese Gheunieerde 
Provintien soo machtich bestreden, zijn voornementlijck hem 
toe-ghekommen uyt de over-ricke Landen van America: Wat 
groote schatten van Goudt ende Silver hy uyt die ghewesten 
jaerlijcks heft ghetrocken is alle de Weerelt ghenoegh bekent.”  
 
Johanne De Laet, Historie ofte Jaerlijck Verhael van de West-Indische Compagnie, 
(Leyden: Bonaventeur en Abraham Elsevier, 1644), p.1.  

“According to the plan [that Willem Usselinckx devised], the Dutch [speaking] colonists 
[in America] would convert the Indians to Calvinism, arm them,….and initiate them in[to] 
the techniques of modern warfare.” 
 
Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and On the Wild Coast: 1580-1680, (Gainesville:  
University of Florida, 1971), p.35. 



Establishes the Geoctroyeerde West-Indische Compagnie 
(W.I.C.) in 1621 

“’Take up your task,’ said Their High Mightinesses, ‘with the help of God, that has never failed us.’” With that 
command, Beginning July 1, 1621, for a period of 24 years (with the potential option for renewal), the WIC was 
given a territory over which to operate – essentially the entire Atlantic, from the west coast of Africa to the 
eastern seaboards of North and South America. The WIC was permitted to wage war, make treaties, raise 
armies and navies, impose taxes in its overseas territories, establish forts and cities, build infrastructure, and 
operate trading monopolies in certain goods. For the first eight years the W.I.C. was exempt from all  
duties into and from the Netherlands. The WIC, in short, as one Dutch historian noted, was  
established as an “instrument of war”.  
- Cornelis Ch. Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean and On the Wild Coast: 1580-1680, p.87 



The Amsterdam Kamer of the 
W.I.C. Controls Nieuw 

Nederland. 
 

More Than Half of Shareholders of 
the Amsterdam Kamer  of the W.I.C. 

are Zuid Nederlanders 
(mainly from Antwerp):  

 
Bartilotti, Godijn, Blommaert, de Laet, 

Uyttenhove, van Valckenburgh, 
Pauw, etc. 



However, 
 

“Van de 12 kooplieden die tijdens 
het Twaalfjarig Bestand begonnen 

met handeldrijven op Nieuw-
Nederland kochten er twee in 1621 

en 1622 aandelen in de 
Amsterdamse kamer van de W.I.C. 
Arnout van Liesbergen en Samuel 
Godijn investeerden elk f 6.000.” 

 
- O.Gelderblom, Zuid-Nederlandse kooplieden, p.238 n271 

NB: Gelderblom neglects to mention Plancius… 



“Van tien Zuid-Nederlandse Afrikahandelaren die 
tussen 1609 en 1621 handel dreven op Afrika, 
kochten er ook slechts drie een aandeel in de 
msterdamse kamer v an de W.I.C.; Samuel 

Blommaert legde vanaf augustus 1622 
verschillende kleine sommen in, die in totaal een 
aandeel van f 6.600 opleverden; Hans Rombouts 
investeerde veneens in augustus 1622 f 3.000; 

Eenzelfde bedrag, f 3.000, werd door Frans 
Jacobs Hinlopen in juli 1622 ingelegd; Lucas van 
de Venne, Hans Franx, Guillam van der Perre, 

Nicolaes Balestel, Gerrit van Schoonhoven, 
Adriaen, Marten  en  Guillam van Papenbroeck 

komen in het capitaalboek  niet voor.” 
 

- O.Gelderblom, Zuid-Nederlandse kooplieden, p.238n271 



“Zoo was het nu tijd, dat alle ghetrouwe lief-hebbers des 
Vaderlandts, haer uyterste beste souden doen”                              

- De Laet’s Niewe Werelde  ofte Beschringhe van West Indien – 15/11/1624 

The successful marketing of the W.I.C. 
is in very large part due to the dedicated 
fund-raising and extensive writing by 
Johannes De Laet of Antwerp – 
published by the #1 publisher of the 
Republic  at Leyden (but from Leuven)! 



1st Published Map of New 
Netherland 1625  

 
1st to mention (in print) the 
term “Nieuw Nederlandt” 

 
 in Niewe Werelde ofte 
Beschringhe van West 

Indien  
 

by the Antwerpenaar  
Johannes De Laet 

 
Establishes Rationale for Nova 

Belgica/Nieuw Nederlandt  
 
  



  

Flemings  in Nieuw Nederland  



Nova Belgica/  
Nieuw Nederlandt  

 
 “When after the armistice of twelve 

years (1609-1621) the Dutch resumed 
the war against Spain, and in 1629 the 

Dutch army occupied North Brabant and 
part of Flandres [sic], many of this 

refugee element settled in the newly-
liberated regions, in the hope that South 
Brabant and the remainder of Flandres 
[sic] would soon follow. This hope was 
never realized, and after 1648, when 
the territorial borders of the Dutch 
Republic were finally determined, a 
percentage of those disappointed 

Brabant and Flemish people came to 
America.”  

– Louis P. De Boer, “Pre-American Notes on Old 
New Netherland Families,” in Genealogies of New 

Jersey Families,  
Vol. I, p.37 

 



Overview of Flemings in New Netherland 

•Came from all parts of historic Flanders, Brabant and Limburg 
 
•Predominantly Calvinists (but also Anabaptists, Lutherans & Catholics) 
 
•All professions: W.I.C. officials, sailors, traders, farmers, preachers, soldiers 
 
•Arrived in New Netherland before, during and after Netherlands’ rule (1614-1664) 
 
•Although >10% of the population of the United Provinces were of Flemish origin, New 
Netherland’s Flemish may have been between 3% and 15% of total (guesstimates) 
 

•Overlooked: many of the “Dutch” in NN were actually children or  grandchildren of 
Flemish immigrants 
 
•Easily assimilated yet had a disproportionate influence  



Nova Belgica/  
Nieuw Nederlandt Claims 

 
“New Holland, which the Dutch call 
in Latin Novum Belgium – in their 
own language, Nieuw Nederland,  

that is to say, New Low Countries – 
is situated between Virginia and 

New England.” 
 

- Fr. Isaac Jogues, S.J., 1646, in Jameson, Narratives of New 
Netherland, p.259  

 



What Was The Flemish Population of Nieuw Nederland? 
 All Colonies Later Part of the United States 
     of Which in Nieuw Nederland  
        of Which Flemings 
• Year   Population  
• 1625   1,980   ca 150?   ca 20? 
• 1628  ------   ca 270   ca 30? 
• 1630  ------   ca 300   ca 35? 
• 1640  ------   ca 500   ca 60?  
• 1641   50,000 
• 1650  ------   ca 1500   ca 150? 
• 1664  ------   ca 9,000*   ca 500? 
• 1688   200,000   (* “waarvan dan nog 3,000 Engelsen 
• 1702   270,000   waren”  - Dillen, Van Rijckdom, p173) 
• 1715   435,000 
• 1749   1,000,000 
• 1754   1,500,000 
• 1765   2,200,000 
• 1775   2,400,000   By 1775 the “Dutch” population of  

     America was ca 80,000 
NB: Study of 900 WIC soldiers’ showed 1/3 had known origins of which roughly  
3 % were “Zuidnederlanders” from outside of traditional Walloon areas 

 



Although Flemings Married  Other Flemings Too in 
Nieuw Nederland 

"On July 1, 1644 Pieter Linde of Belle in Flanders, surviving husband of 
Else Barents, contracted for marriage with Martha Chambert, of Newkirk 
in Flanders, widow of Jan Manye. Said marriage was solemnized on 10 
July 1644, the bride being here called Martha Ekomberts, widow of 
Jan Monmye.“ 
 
Genealogies of New Jersey Families, p.941 



Flemish Origins of Nieuw-Nederland Surnames (a) 
• 1610-1629: Hontom, ‘t Kindt, and Vogels (all Antwerp) + others… 
• 1620-1629: Van Brugge (Brugge), Van Hoboken (Hoboken), Provoost (Turnhout), and 

Bogaert (unknown Flanders), Thienpont (Oudenaarde), & Verhulst (Hulst); 
• 1630-1639: Van Antwerpen (Antwerp), Van der Linde (Belle/Bael), de Pauw (Gent), 

Bidloo/Bedlow (Maldegem), Loockermans (Turnhout) 
• 1640-1649: Joosten (Aalst), Vincent (Aecken), Boel, Ten Eyck & Melijn (Antwerp), Verbrugge 

(Brugge), Beekman (Deinze), Van der Voort ( Dendermonde), Nagel (Limburg) 
• 1650-1659: Van Coster (Aecken), Schoof, Van Antwerpen & Van Cleef (Antwerp), de Mille, 

Verbrugge  Stephenszen, & Tibout (Brugge),  Farmont & Vander Linden, (Brussel),  Van 
Damme (Damme), de Beauvois & Van Sycklin (Gent), Follenaer (Hasselt), Cobus 
(Herenthals), Meynaerts (Ieper), Willays (Kortrijk), Couverts & Corbesye & Mettermans 
(Leuven), Evertsen (Lokeren), de Sille (Mechelen), Bedlow/Bidloo (Maldegem), Van 
Langevelt (St. Laurens), Thomaszen (Straboeck). 

• 1660-1669: de la Warde, Harsingh, Paulussen & Verelle (Antwerp), Aerts & Cocquyt (Brugge), 
Journay & Stilteel (Duynkercken), Rombout (Hasselt), Van Hoboken (Hoboken), Kortryk 
(Kortrijk), Van Leuven & Vanschure (Leuven),  Evertszen (Lier), Journee (Mardyk)  
Vanderbeke (Oudenaarde), Van Pelt (Overpelt), Pieters (Sluys), Doske, (Tongeren),  
Loockermans, Muller & Van der Baest (Turnhout), Abrahamsen (Zandvoorde), Enjart & 
Parmentier (Flanders); 

• 1670-1679: Schampf (Antwerp), Jacobs (Brugge), Croucheron (Zele) 

 NB: Flemish immigrants continued to arrive even after 1670s – e.g., Jan  
Pietersz Bebout, b Thielt 1647, arr Nieuw Nederland before 1690… 



Flemish Origins of Nieuw-Nederland Surnames (b) 

• Aalst 1640-1649: Joosten  
• Aecken 1640-1649: Vincent; 1650-1659: Van Coster; 
• Antwerp 1610-1619: Hontom, ‘t Kindt, and Vogel; 1620-1629:  Provoost; 1630-1639: Van 

Antwerpen; 1640-1649: Boel, Ten Eyck & Mellijn;  1650-1659: Schoof, Van Antwerpen & Van 
Cleef ; 1660-1669: de la Warde, Harsingh, Paulussen & Verelle; 1670-1679: Schampf. 

• Bael/Belle 1630-1639:  Van der Linde  
• Brugge 1620-1629: Van Brugge; 1640-1649: Verbrugge; 1650-1659: de Mille, Verbrugge  

Stephenszen, & Tibout; 1660-1669:  Aerts & Cocquyt; 1670-1679: Jacobs. 
• Brussel 1650-1659:  Farmont & Vander Linden 
• Damme 1650-1659: Van Damme  
• Deinze 1640-1649:  Beekman  
• Dendermonde 1640-1649:  Van der Voort  
• Duynkercken 1660-1669:  Journay & Stilteel  
• Flanders 1620-1629: Bogaert ; 1660-1669: Enjart & Parmentier  
• Gent 1630-1639: de Pauw ; 1650-1659:  de Beauvois & Van Sycklin 
• Hasselt 1650-1659:  Follenaer; 1660-1669:  Rombout  
• Herenthals 1650-1659: Cobus 
• Hoboken 1620-1629: Van Hoboken; 1660-1669:  Van Hoboken  
• Hulst 1620-1629: Verhulst  
Source: NY Geneological & Biographical Journal, original research  



Flemish Origins of Nieuw-Nederland Surnames (c) 

• Ieper 1650-1659:  Meynaerts;  
• Kortrijk 1650-1659:  Willays; 1660-1669:  Van Kortryk  
• Leuven 1650-1659:  Couverts & Corbesye & Mettermans ; 1660-1669:  Van Leuven & 

Vanschure  
• Lier 1660-1669:    Evertszen;  
• Limburg 1640-1649:  Nagel  
• Lokeren 1650-1659:  Evertsen  
• Maldegem 1630-1639:   Bidloo/Bedlow  
• Mardyk 1660-1669:    Journee  
• Mechelen 1650-1659:  de Sille  
• Oudenaarde 1620-1629:  Thienpont; 1660-1669: Vanderbeke  
• Overpelt 1660-1669:   Van Pelt 
• Sluys 1660-1669:   Pieters  
• St Laurens 1650-1659:   Van Langevelt;   
• Straboeck 1650-1659:   Thomaszen  
• Tongeren 1660-1669:   Doske 
• Turnhout 1630-1639:   Loockermans; 1650-1659:  Cobus; 1660-1669:  Loockermans, Muller & 

Van der Baest  
• Zandvoorde 1660-1669:  Abrahamsen  
• Zele 1670-1679:  Croucheron  

 



First Flemings in Nieuw Nederland  Before 1614 

“In the year 1609, before any Christians had been there, as was testified by Hudson, 
who was then employed by the said Company [VOC], to find a northwest passage to 
China…your High Mightinesses afterwards granted a charter to divers merchants to 
trade exclusively for peltries there, where…before the year 1614, one or more small forts 
were erected and garrisoned with [our] people for the protection of said trade.” 
 
- E.B. O’Callaghan, A History of New Netherland, p.165 



Land in Zicht! Nieuw Amsterdam – 1633 
by Johannes Vingboon (son of David from Mechelen)  

“The town lyeth about 40. deg. Lat. Hath good air, and is healthy, inhabited with severall 
sorts of trades men and merchants and mariners, whereby it has much trade, of beaver, 
otter, musk, and other skins from the Indians…For payment [they] give wampen 
[wampum] and… manufactures brought from Holland.” – “Description of the Towne of  
Mannadens in New Netherland as it was in Sept: 1661,” in JF Jameson, Narratives of New Netherland,  
p.423 



First Flemish Residents in Manhattan - 1624 

“Probably two thirds of the inhabitants of 
New Netherland, called 'Dutch,' were 
from the southern or Belgic part of the 
seventeen provinces -- Flemings who 
spoke Dutch and Walloons whose speech 
was French.” 
 
- Milo Nellis, History From America’s Most Famous 
Valleys: The Mohawk Dutch and The Palatines, Chap. V 



First Government in New York Established – by Verhulst 
in 1625 

“The legendary tale of the Dutch 
purchase of Manhattan from the Indians 
is unrelated to the founding of the town 
of New Amsterdam, or, New York City. 
Contrary to popular legend, the signing 
of the deed for Manhattan cannot be 
considered ‘New York City’s birth 
certificate’. That founding began with a 
deliberate decision, in 1625, of a 
governing council led by second director 
Willem Verhulst – seated in a fort on 
Governor’s Island – which selected 
Manhattan Island as the permanent, 
principal place of settlement….This was 
the official year of birth of New York City 
as imprinted on the City Seal.”  
 
– Jaap de Koning, “The mutually Exclusive Birth 
Years of the State of New York and the  
City of New York”, de Haelve Maen,  
Vol LXXXI, Number 4 (Winter, 2008),  
p.73  



 
 

Flemings in Nieuw Amsterdam 1640s 
 



 
 

Flemings in Nieuw Amsterdam 1640s Below Wall St 
 



Flemings in 
Nieuw 

Amsterdam 1664 
 

Flemish Settlers 
Occupied Key 

Brouweries and Homes 
in Nieuw Amsterdam in 

1664  



  

The Importance of the Flemings  in Nieuw Nederland  



Joannes De Laet 

1581 Antwerp -1649 Leiden The Antwerpenaar was fluent in Dutch, French, Latin and English (at least). He is 
viewed as the father of comparative linguistics. 

• De Laet was born in Antwerp, educated at Leiden, and married (first) in England.  
• He was a protégé of Emmanuel Van Meteren with whom he spent time in London.  
• De Laet was a prolific correspondent – see, for example, his correspondence with John Morris [cf, J.A.F. 

Bekkers, Correspondence of John Morris With Johannes De Laet (1634-1649), (1971)  
• He was also a successful scholar and a recognized authority on the voyages to America (his published work 

was printed in multiple languages and ran through several revised editions between 1625 and 1640).  
• De Laet was also a successful merchant  who invested in overseas trading ventures. 
• De Laet was a chief fundraiser for the W.I.C. (he is credited with developing the first IPO “roadshow”) and 

became a Director of the W.I.C. (Dutch West India Co.) from 1620 thru his death in 1649. 
• De Laet was also an ardent Protestant and participated in the Dordrecht Synod as the elder representative for 

Leiden and as such was viewed as an orthodox Calvinist.  
• In his key role as a Director in the Amsterdam Kamer of the W.I.C. De Laet authored the document that 

sought approval from the States General to colonize New Netherland. 
• De Laet was one of the most prolific Patroons (sponsors of colonization) in Nieuw Nederland : he authored 

the tract seeking approval from the States General for colonization. 
• De Laet’s daughter eventually became a settler in New Netherland after De Laet’s death in 1649. As far as I 

am aware, there is no published biography on De Laet in any language. 
“The slumbering conflict with the co-directors about the sovereign rights and administration of Rensselaerswijck may have bothered 
him [Kiliaen van Rensselaer]. It had been started by De Laet, who had joied the partnership later than the others and  
who nowclaimed that the co-directors had equal rights over the colony, while he, Kiliaen, had taken his duties as  
feudal lord so seriously, andprovided for good  order in administration, jurisdiction, and religious life.  
- J.Venema, Kiliaen Van Rensselaer, p.284   

 

“De Laet combined a commercial spirit with religious zeal and a vast knowledge of 
many subjects.” Cornelis Ch.Goslinga, The Dutch in the Caribbean, p.30. 



Colonization of Nieuw Nederland Proposed by De Laet 

“A committee had been appointed which devoted a considerable part of the summer [of 
1638] to the matters and interests referred to them, and at length submitted, through 
Johannes De Laet, one of the Directors of the company, to the States General, a paper, 
entitled, ‘Articles and conditions drawn up and concluded by the Amsterdam chamber, 
with the approbabtion of their High Mightinesses, the States General of the United 
Netherlands, in accordance with the authority of the XIX, whereby the respective 
countries and places in New Netherland, and circumjacent thereto, shall henceforth be 
resorted to , traded with, and inhabited, according to such form of government and 
police as may at present, or shall hereafter be established there by the  
company or their deputies.”  - August 30, 1638 
 
- E.B. O’Callaghan, History of New Netherland,  pp.192-193 



Flemings at Rensselaerswijck) 

•Hans Hontom (Commissary) of Antwerp (1614; 1626-1633) 
•Joannes Dijckman (Vice Dir & Commissary) 1652-1655 
•Johann De Deckere Vice Director 1655-1656 
•Johannes La Montagne (Vice Dir & Commissary) 1656-1664 
•Johannes Provoost (son of David) – clerk under La Montagne then 
Secretary 12 Nov 1664-8 Aug 1665, & 1673-1675 - Antwerp 
•Dirck van Schelluyne (Notary Public Beverwijck) 1660-/Town Clerk 1665-1668 
- Unknown 
•Ludovicus Cobus (Secretary) 1668-1673 – Herenthals 
•Robert Livingston (Secretary) 1675-1721 (mother: “Mary Flanders” 
Wife is daughter of Annetje Loockermans  of Turnhout) 



Samuel Blommaert 

(Aug 21, 1583 Antwerp – Dec 23, 1651 Amsterdam) 
-      Born at Antwerp to Lodewijk Blommaert & Maergrether Hofnaegel  
- Father, Schepen of Antwerp & Commander of Fort during the Siege;  
- Maternal grandfather from an influential family; 
- Raised in London; studied in Staden (VL), Den Haag, Wien 
- Voyage to Benin 1602 
- Joined V.O.C. 1603 (to East Indies under Steven van der Hagen) 
- In East Indies 1604-1610 
- 1611 returned to  Netherlands (with 633 diamonds) 
- Marries into wealthy/powerful Reynst family in 1612 (and has 12 children!) 
- Rumored to be involved in smuggling to Africa (VOC territory) in 1616 
- Became one of the largest investors in the W.I.C. in 1621  
- W.I.C. Amsterdam Kamer Director 1622-1629 ,1636-1642, 1645-1651 
- 1628 patroon of Rensselaerswyck (New York) w/ fellow Antwerpenaars Samuel Godijn, Johannes De Laet 
- 1629 patroon of Zwaanendael (Delaware) w/ fellow Antwerpenaars Samuel Godijn, Johannes De Laet 
- Joined with Usselinckx and Pieter Minuit to establish New Sweden in 1630s (munitions factory, copper) 
- 1636 Consul for Sweden in Amsterdam 
- Lived on the Keijzersgracht and buried at Westkerke in 1651;  
- Signed Van Meteren’s Amicorum Album 

  
 



Samuel Godijn 

(1561 Antwerp – Sep 29, 1633 Amsterdam) 
• Born at Antwerp 
• Lawsuits against Isaac LeMaire and Dirck Van Os 1595 
• Lived at Middleburg with other Flemish refugees in 1597 
• Traded with Spain (until prohibition) in indigo, woods, etc. 
• Married Anneken Anselmo (daughter of famous Brugge merchant/diplomat) in 1602  
• Invested 3,000 guilders in the V.O.C. in 1602 
• Became heavily involved in whaling in 1619 (10 investors; 2 ships sent to North River) 
• Lived on the Keizersgracht in 1622  
• Director and investor in de Noordsche Compagnie 
• An early and sizable investor in the W.I.C. 
• Strong advocate of colonization at Nieuw Netherland (with Blommaert, Burgh, & Van Rensselaer) 
• 1628 patroon of Rensselaerswyck (New York) w/ fellow Antwerpenaars  Blommaert, and De Laet 
• 1629 patroon of Zwaanendael (Delaware) w/ fellow Antwerpenaars Blommaert, and De Laet 
• Zwaanendael was also intended to be a whaling station (whaling implements sent with the colonists) 
• Zwaanendael destroyed by Indians by 1633 
• Had many points named after him (Godijn’s Bay, Godijn’s Kill, Godijn’s Burg, etc.) 
• One daughter (of his 11 children) married Hendrick Trip 
• One of Godijn’s descendants was Lady Diana 

 
 



Blommaert, De Laet & Godijn – Patroons of “Zwaenendael”  
(State of Delaware) 

“Tuesday the 19th June, 1629…The 
 Heer Samuel Godyn having here- 
tofore given notice here [at Amsterdam  
Kamer] that he intended to plant a  
colonie in Nieuw Nederland, and that  
he also to that end had engaged two  
persons to proceed thither to examine 
 into the situation in those quarters,  
declares that he, now in quality of  
Patroon, has undertaken to occupy  
the Bay of the South River [Delaware],  
on conditions concluded in the last  
Assembly of the XIX, as he hath like- 
wise advised the Director Pieter Minuet,  
and charged him to register the same  
there.” 
-E.B. O’Callaghan, History of New Netherland,  p.479  Map by Johannes Vingboon,  
      son of David Vinckboons of Mechelen 
 

“The colonie of Zwanendael consisted, at this time [1632], of thirty-four  
persons.”- E.B. O’Callaghan, History of New Netherland,  p.479 



Flemings at Albany (Ft Orange/Beverwijck/Willemstad) 

•Hans Hontom (Commissary) of Antwerp (1614; 1626-1633) 
•Joannes Dijckman (Vice Dir & Commissary) 1652-1655 
•Johann De Deckere Vice Director 1655-1656 
•Johannes La Montagne (Vice Dir & Commissary) 1656-1664 
•Johannes Provoost (son of David) – clerk under La Montagne then 
Secretary 12 Nov 1664-8 Aug 1665, & 1673-1675 - Antwerp 
•Dirck van Schelluyne (Notary Public Beverwijck) 1660-/Town Clerk 1665-1668 
- Unknown 
•Ludovicus Cobus (Secretary) 1668-1673 – Herenthals 
•Robert Livingston (Secretary) 1675-1721 (mother: “Mary Flanders” 
Wife is daughter of Annetje Loockermans  of Turnhout) 



Director Generals (Governors) of Nieuw-Nederland 

• 1621-1624 : Adriaen Jorissen Thienpont – from Oudenaarde 
• 1624-1625 : Cornelis May - Hoorn 
• 1625-1626 : Willem Verhulst – from Hulst (de "meest Vlaamse stad" ) 
• 1626-1631 : Pieter Minuit – Walloon? 
• 1632-1633 : Bastiaen Janssen Crol - Unknown Origin 
• 1633-1638 : Wouter van Twiller - Nijkerk 
• 1638-1647 : Willem Kieft - Amsterdam 
• 1647-1664 : Peter Stuyvesant – Friesland (wife Antwerpenaar) 
• 1664-1673 - English occupation 
• 1673-1673 : Cornelis Evertsen de Jongste – Vlissingen; and 
• 1673-1673 : Jacob Binckes – Friesland 
• 1673-1674 : Anthony Colve – English; family from Brugge  via England 



Mayors/Councilors/Schepen of Nieuw-Nederland 
• 1641-1642 : “Twelve Men” – includes 2 from Antwerp & 1 from VL 
• 1643-1645 : “Eight Men” – 2 Antwerpenaars & 1 married to Turnhouter 
• 1645-1653 : “Nine Men” – Bruggeling, Turnhouter & 1 married to a Turnhouter, descendants of 

Deinze, Antwerp 
• 1653-1674 : ”Mayors” – descendants of Bruggelings, Gentenaars, Deinze, and 1 married to a 

Turnhouter 
• 1656-1674 : ”Schepen” –  Turnhouter, descendants of  Antwerpenaar, Bruggeling, Gentenaar, 

Deinze, and 1 married to a Turnhouter 
• 1623-1674 :  ”Schout-Fiscaal” –  Fleming, Mechelenaar, descendants of  Antwerpenaar, 

Deinze, and 2 married to Antwerpenaar/Turnhouter 
• 1633-1674 :  ”Notaris” –  Herenthals 
• 1633-1674 : ”Schoolmasters” –  2 Antwerpenaars, & descendant of 
• 1628-1674 -  ”Predikanten” – descendants of  Genetenaar, and 1 married to Antweerpenaar  

                         



Flemish Ministers in Nieuw-Nederland 

• The following is a list of Ministers of this church, their births, deaths, and 
lengths of service: 

• Jonas Michaelius, b. 1577, served from 1628 to about 1633 
• Everadus Bogardus, b. ca. 1607, d. 1647, served from 1633 to 1647 
• Johannes Backerus, served from 1647 to 1649 
• Joannes Megapolensis, b. 1603, d. 1670, served from 1649 to 1670 
• Samuel Drisius, b. 1620, d. 1673, served from 1652 to 1673 
• Wilhelmus Van Nieuwenhuysen, b. 1645, d. 1681, served from 1671 to 

1681 
• Henricus Selyns, b. 1636, d. 1701, served 1682 to 1701 
• Gualterus du Bois, b. 1666, d. 1751, served from 1699 to 1751H 
• Henricus Boel, b. 1689, d. 1754, served from 1713 to 1754 
 
Drisius, Selyns, Du Bois, and Boel were all descended from Flemish emigrants 



Cornelis Melijn, Patroon of Staten Island 
 

1600 Antwerp -1663 Hartford 
•  Born at Antwerp, baptized Catholic, engages in fur trade 

smuggling 
  in Canada with Flemish emigres from La Rochelle in 1630s 
• Trades in New Netherland in 1638 and with Kilaen 

Rensselaer and  Hans Hontom (another Antwerpenaar thru 
whom connected?) 

• Partners with a Flemish nobleman and purchases 
patroonship rights for Staten Island  

• Emigrates  with family, settlers in 1641 (loss of ship to 
Dunkirk pirates) 

• Invited to become one of the “Eight Men” in 1643 
• Leads fight against corrupt Director General Kieft 1644 
 



Cornelis Melijn & the Braeden-Raedt 
 

1647 
• Pens admonition against undemocratic rule called  “Braeden Raedt” 
• Loses children, fortune to Indian attacks; banished by Stuyvesant; 
• Receives rights from States General in 1650; 
• Attacked by Stuyvesant loyalists – arms 150 Raritan Indians 
• Sells back patroonship to W.I.C. for 1500 guilders in 1659 
• Relocates to Hartford 1657; still owns home @ Broadway &  
 Stone 
• Although dies in New England, children live in Nieuw  
 Nederland 
 



Maria Van Rensselaer 

Daughter-in-law of Kilaen Van Rensselaer  (1586-1643)  
• “Van Bijler and Van Wely were so closely connected to people  
 who had left Antwerp and the Southern Netherlands after 1585.”  (J. Vanema, Kilaen Van Rensselaer, p.64) 
• Van Rensselaer worked amongst the Jewelers  - dominated by Zuid-Nederlanders overwhelmingly from 

Antwerp; related by marriage to many of the  WIC directors (including  Antwerpenaar Marcus De Vogelaer, 
President of the Amsterdam Kamer of the WIC. 

• “Van de 45 goud-en zilversmeden en diamantbewerkers die tussen 1578 en 1606 het poorterschap van 
Amsterdam kochten, stamden er tien uit de Noordelijke gewesten, 31 goud-en zilversmeden en 
diamantwerkers waren afkomstig uit de Zuidelijke Nederlanden.”O.Gelderblom, Zuid-Nederlandse kooplieden, 
p.150, n.181 

• Blommaert of Antwerp and another gentleman investor  a spiegelschip  for trade to Virginia & New Netherland  
(Venema, Kiliaen van Rensselaer, p.283) 

• Co-patroon  of Rensselaerswijck with  Antwerpenaars Samuel Godijn, Samuel Blommaert, and  Joannes De 
Laet. 

• Some difficult relations with De Laet (Venema, Kiliaen van Rensselaer, p.284) 
• Son Jeremias  (thru wife Anna Van Wely, Antwerp roots), married Maria Van Courtlandt, daughter of Anneke 

Loockermans of Turnhout 
• Maria Van Courtlandt single-handedly (after husband’s premature death) ran Rensselaerswyck 
• Maria became the ‘grand dame’ of Nieuw Amsterdam ‘society’  
• Maria’s sons Stephanus and Johannes first native-born Mayors of New York City 
• American descendants of Maria Van Rensselaer are more than 1 million  

  
 



Annetje Loockermans – Flemish Mother of America (a) 

• Annetje Loockermans – born March 17, 1618 and was baptized a Catholic in Sint-Pieterskerk in Turnhout.  
• Sister of Govert, arrives ca 1641, marries Olaf Van Courtlandt in 1642 
• “Flemish Mother of America” – establishes Sint Niklaas tradition in America 
• Through her brother Govert’s wife, the noted and respected widow of Jan de Water, Adriantje, (who was a 

niece of Gillis Verbrugge, head of the largest trading house in Amsterdam doing business in New Netherland 
and her brother’s boss) connected to elite circles in Amsterdam. 

• But in the end it was Annetje alone who carved herself a place as the leading lady of Nieuw Nederland.  
• Annetje’s husband was a rising merchant known as Oloff Van Cortlandt. Van Cortlandt was a first-generation 

Netherlander (his parents were Scandinavians), who had been a common WIC soldier for at least a few years 
before striking out as a “freeman” [someone who was neither employed by nor contractually tied to the West 
India Company]. Their first introduction may have come through Annetje’s brother Govert. 

• By the early 1640s Van Cortlandt was a man destined for great things. “Oloff Stevensz van Cortlant" [8] had 
been [the] store-keeper for the Company and deacon of the church [but not until after marrying Annetje 
Loockermans in 1642]; later he was burgomaster of New Amsterdam.” It is difficult to know how much of Van 
Cortlandt’s success can be attributed to Annetje. But perhaps like all good marriages, their strengths were 
complementary and the sum of the two was greater than individually they could have hoped to accomplish. 

• But Annetje did not need a marriage to further her family connections. If anything she already had a strong 
network. Annetje’s brother, Govert’s wife’s sister (in other words, Annetje’s sister-in-law by marriage through 
her brother Govert) had married Jacob van Couwenhoven. “Jacob van Couwenhoven had come  

 out in 1633 [on the same ship as brother Govert's first voyage] and resided at first at Rensselaers- 
 wyck; he was afterward of note as a speculator and a brewer in New Amsterdam.”  



Annetje Loockermans – Flemish Mother of America (b) 

• Incidentally, both Van Couwenhoven and Loockermans worked as agents for the Verbrugges. Nor were they 
alone. “Family ties linked most of these factors to their masters in Amsterdam. Johannes de Peijster, dispatched 
by the Verbrugges to New Netherland to assist Govert Loockermans, was described by Seth Verbrugge as ‘my 
wife’s uncle’s sister’s son, of good background’.” So through Govert’s wife, Annetje was also connected to a 
powerful Amsterdam merchant family (of Flemish origin).  
• While Netherlandic society – and of course the norms of New Netherland itself – allowed a great deal more 
equality between the genders, at the end of the day 17th century colonial society did make gender distinctions. 
Later descendants, regardless of whether they echoed wishful beliefs or family lore, believed Annetje held first 
place among the women of New Netherland. “There was an unwritten law among the Dutch women, that some 
member of the family should be acknowledged as a leader, whose influence was unbounded and whose dictates 
were obeyed without question. The sister of Govert Loockermans [Annetje Loockermans] was one of  
these autocrats, and it was mainly due to her energy that her entire family emigrated to America.” 

The Van Courtlandt Manor at Van 
Courtlandt Park 



Annetje Loockermans – Flemish Mother of America (c) 

• For me at least, the documentary evidence of Annetje prodding Govert onto a privateering  
vessel to cross the Atlantic (or, even more unlikely, taking ship for New Amsterdam before  
Govert in 1633) does not exist. Still, Annetje was someone who at least among her descen- 
dants is remembered as a person who got things done. For example, Annetje Loockermans  
is credited by her myriad descendants as having been the driving force behind the first muni- 
cipal improvements in New York City: the paving of the dirt streets with cobblestones. Her de- 
scendants likewise credit her with other domestic innovations such as a space-saving folding  
bed. Modest accomplishments to be sure but still indications of intelligence, drive and resource- 
fulness. 
 
• If snippets of information are any standard to go by, Annetje Van Cortlandt nee Loockermans was close to her 
half-Flemish daughter, Maria Van Rensselaer nee Van Cortlandt. Both were married to men considered two of the 
most powerful in New Netherland. Still, both women exerted influence in their own right as well as behind the 
scenes. It may very well be, as a late 19th century descendant claimed, that Annetje Loockermans and her peers 
“governed their husbands…” However, if they did, they showed exceptionally strong wills: neither husband ever 
struck his contemporaries as 'hen-pecked' or weak-willed. While Annetje’s daughter Maria Van Rensselaer is 
worthy of a bio in her own right, together, mother and daughter were clearly a force to be reckoned with. Jointly 
they are anecdotally credited with helping to avert a bloodbath by convincing their husbands not to forward monies 
to a useless battle against the mercenaries and English freebooters who captured New Netherland in 1664.  



Govert Loockermans – Richest Man in NN  

• Baptized in Turnhout July 2,1612 
• Enters service of WIC in 1633 
• Arrives in New Netherland on a prize 
• Clerk for WIC Director-General 
• Trades w/ Indians; Indian mistress – 
• Possible father of Le Batard Flamand 
• Fluency in several native languages 
• Leaves service of WIC in1638 –  
• Partners with David Provoost (of Antwerp) and Isaac Allerton (Mayflower)  
• Trades guns and ammunition for beaver pelts – 2,000+ per year 
• Marries a niece of the most powerful trading house in NN – from Brugge! 
• In 1641 becomes agent for the Verbrugge Family – trades for beaver pelts 
• 1642 sister Anneke marries Olaf Van Courtlandt 
• 1643 participates in Vieft’s war – tortures Raritan Indian Chief’s son 
• 1645-1647 – ally w/ Antwerpenaar Cornelis Melijn vs Stuyvesant 



Govert Loockermans – Richest Man in NN  

• 1644: “I strike for no man save the Prince of  
 Orange and those I serve!”  
• 1647 murders Indian chief in Delaware 
• 1647 Appointed to the Council of Nine Men 
• Wanted by the English and Swedish authorities 
• 1648/49 1st wife dies, remarries (on July 11th!) 
• 1648 wealthy enough to loan Stuyvesant 12,000 guilders 
• 1649 builds part of  Wall Street’s wall 
• 1655 – Appointed Schepen, Church Elder, respected by community 
• 1656 helps build a key part of the new defensive perimeter: Waalstraat 
• 1660s -Orphan Master, Interpreter, Lieutenant in the Militia, Godfather… 
• Ca 1671, dies unexpectedly, intestate. Wealth estimated at >50,000 fl 
• Heirs fight over inheritance for 27 years 
• Named descendants today live in Delaware 



  

The Flemish Influence on  

The Young United States 



Same Family – Dutch or Flemish? 

Van Landeghem Family 
 
 
Heylaert VanLandeghem 
                | 
Cornelis Van Landeghem (d. 5-Nov-1515 – Meulebeke, West Flanders) 
                | 
Mathys Van Landeghem (b. 1528, Meulebeke; d. 19-Nov-1599 – Roosbeke, W.F.) 
                | 
Willem Van Landeghem (b. 1579 , Meulebeke; d. Oct., 1631 – Meulebeke, WF) 
                |                                \ 
                |          (brothers)        \ 
                |                                   \ 
Willem Van Landeghem             Michael Van Landeghem  
(b.1622 Meulebeke                    (b. ca 1634 Meulebeke; marries Elizabeth Evans; d. 1676 –   
d. 9-Jan-1670                                                                                                    Northumberland, VA) 
Oostrozebeke, W.F.) 
(6 generations later, Bruno Van Landeghem emigrates to Mt. Clemens, MI, before 2-June, 1850) 
 
 
–Peg Coucke, ed.,  Flemish Pedigree Charts, (Roseville, MI, 1991), pp.190-191 (James Moran Van  
Landeghem Family Tree); and e-mail correspondence with Ellen Van Landingham Dawson,  
March 26, 2012 



 Proposals Made for the United States That 
Recognized Flemish Origins 

  

Benjamin Franklin’s 1st Suggestion 
for the Great Seal of the United 
States Included “Vlaamse Leeuw” 
(above the “DC”)  
http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/2010/07/flemish-lion-
and-great-seal-of-united.html 

 

“The Shield has Six quarters parti one, 
coupé two; to the first it bears or, a rose 
ennamelled Gules and argent, for 
England; to the Second, argent a thistle 
proper, for Scotland; to the third vert, a 
harp or, for Ireland; to the fourth azure, a 
flower de luce or for France; to the fifth or 
the Imperial Eagle Sable, for Germany; 
and to the Sixth or, the Belgic [i.e., 
Flemish] Lyon [sic Lion] Gules” 
 
- Proposal to the Continental Congress, 1776 
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 Other Flemish Influences: The Declaration of 
Independence of the United States is Directly 

Lifted From Flemish Authors  
"Of all the models available to Jefferson and 
the Continental Congress, none provided as 
precise a template for the Declaration as did 
the Plakkaat," says Lucas, an expert on 
historical rhetoric. "When you look at the two 
documents side by side, you cannot avoid 
noticing that the American Declaration more 
closely resembles its Dutch predecessor 
than any other possible model.“ 
 
- Professor Stephen Lucas  http://www.news.wisc.edu/3049 

“The rebellious States-General decided on 14 June 1581 to officially declare the throne vacant, 
because of Philip's behavior, hence the Dutch name for the Act of Abjuration: "Plakkaat van 
Verlatinghe", which may be translated as "Placard of Desertion." This referred not to desertion of 
Philip by his subjects, but rather, on a suggested desertion of the Dutch "flock" by their malevolent 
"shepherd," Philip [II]. A committee of four members – Andries Hessels, greffier (secretary) of the 
States of Brabant; Jacques Tayaert, pensionary of the city of Ghent; Jacob Valcke, pensionary of 
the city of Ter Goes; and Pieter van Dieven (also known as Petrus Divaeus), pensionary of the city  
of Mechelen – was charged with drafting what was to become the Act of Abjuration. The  
actual draft seems to have been written by the audiencier of the States-General,  
Jan van Asseliers.“http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/2011/07/symbols-of-liberty.html 

http://www.news.wisc.edu/3049
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Liberty Island – Formerly Bedlow Island 

Isaac Bethloo, Van Calis in Vranckryck, en Lysbeth Potters, Van Batavia in Oostindien." 
(per marriage entry at Dutch Reformed Church in New Amsterdam, marriage May 16, 1653 to Elizabeth de Potter 
- cited in NYGB Record July 1941 p.222).  
 
However, the family originally came from Middelburg, O.VL (Maldegem).  
 
"The Bedlows were descendants of Isaac Bedlow (aka “Isaaq Bidloo”), of Bedlow's 
Island (where the Statue of Liberty now stands), who came from Holland in 1639 as 
private secretary to the Dutch West India Company."  
 
per NYGBR#30 p.9 Olive Genealogy: 16 May [1653].  



 U.S. Elites Surrounded by Others of Flemish 
Descent  

Benjamin Franklin’s maternal grandfather (Pieter Foulgier) of Ieper origins; John Jay, 1st U.S. Chief 
Justice and Elizabeth Schuyler, wife of Alexander Hamilton (George Washington’s Aide-de-Camp 
and Founder of the Bank of New York, the U.S. Treasury Department, and the New York Stock 
Exchange), both had ancestors from Turnhout (respectively, Jacobus Loockermans and Annetje 
Van Courtlandt nee Loockermans). 3rd U.S. President Thomas Jefferson’s wife Martha Wayles was 
through her mother descended from the Van Eppes of Lokeren (E. Flanders). 5th U.S. President 
James Monroe’s wife, Elisabeth Kortright, was descended from Jan van Kortrijk. 



The Founders of Washington DC and Maryland 
Have Flemish Roots  

George Washington in 1799, 
shortly before his death, as painted 
by American artist Gilbert Stuart 

George Calvert,  1st  Lord Baltimore, 
Founder of Maryland  

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/__9OOS_Sr1Gk/SeVMr7wCaDI/AAAAAAAAAjE/u6adAkEqsYQ/s1600-h/501px-Gilbert_Stuart_Williamstown_Portrait_of_George_Washington.jpg


U.S.’ Founding Father Had Flemish Roots 

“George Washington’s forefathers include Charlemagne, the “Father” of a united Europe. 
More importantly here, George Washington could trace his ancestry to the “Father” of 
Flanders: Baldwin ‘Iron Arm’.”  
 
per http://www.kareldegrote.nl/charlemagne/George_Washington.htm  cited in 
http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com  

L: George Washington’s 
U.S. ancestry;  
 
R:George Washington 
in 1799, shortly before 
his death, as painted by 
American artist Gilbert 
Stuart 

http://www.kareldegrote.nl/charlemagne/George_Washington.htm
http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/
http://1.bp.blogspot.com/__9OOS_Sr1Gk/SeVMr7wCaDI/AAAAAAAAAjE/u6adAkEqsYQ/s1600-h/501px-Gilbert_Stuart_Williamstown_Portrait_of_George_Washington.jpg


Charlemagne-Baldwin Iron Arm-Mathilde of Flanders 

George Washington’s ancestors include Mathilde of Bruges, wife of William the 
Conqueror and the smallest queen in England’s history.  
 
 http://www.kareldegrote.nl/charlemagne/George_Washington.htm  

Charlemagne, 742-814 
Holy Roman  Emperor 

Mathilde of Flanders - Wife of 
William the Conqueror – 
Smallest Queen of England 

http://www.kareldegrote.nl/charlemagne/George_Washington.htm


Washingtons  - Wool Merchants to Flanders 

“Early on in their residence in England, the Wessingtons – as the Washington clan was 
first known, after changing their name from de Hertburne sometime after 1183 AD[v] – 
made their livelihood through raising sheep and the wool trade in the north of England. 
After several generations the family Anglicized their Saxon name to Washington and 
moved south and east, near the centers of wool and cloth production.” 
 
See http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com  

Sulgrave Manor – George Washington’s Ancestral Home 

http://www.blogger.com/post-edit.g?blogID=9185379563111172153&postID=6423649767255180708
http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/


Maldon, England – Pilgrims & Flemish Protestants 

“By the early 1500s the Washingtons were comfortably settled in southeast  
England, in the town of Maldon.” 
-  http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com  

Sulgrave The road from 
Maldon (lower left, just under 
the "E" in Essex) to the Flemish 
colony at Norwich (top center) 
through the Flemish colony at  
Colchester (mid picture) was a 
well-travelled route for 
Flemings, the Pilgrims  and 
George Washington's 
ancestors’  home 

http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/


Washington’s Ancestors Settle in Virginia, Near 
Maryland 

The Washingtons joined Anglo-Flemings like the Gannes of Sandwich, 
England, the Van Landegems of Meulebeke, the Loockermans of Turnhout, 
and others in Maryland and Virginia  



Washington Grew Up With Subtle Flemish Influences in 
His Daily Life 

Cricket was invented in Flanders  were it was 
called “krik ketsen” [‘to chase a ball with a 
curved stick' ] and brought to England by 
Flemish Protestants. This was George 
Washington’s favorite sport: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7919429.stm 

“Flemish Bond” style of masonry 
was used on Mount Vernon 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/europe/7919429.stm


Martha’s Son John Parke Custis Marries Nelly Calvert 

George Washington’s stepson married a descendant of the First Lord 
Baltimore, George Calvert, in 1774 



Fatherless George Washington Adopted Stepson’s 
(John Parke Custis’) Children 

George and Martha Washington with their adopted 
children/grandchildren Eliza and George Washington Parke Custis – the 

children of John Parke Custis and Eleanor Calvert 



Lord Baltimore’s Roots Were in Wervik 

“In the exemplification of arms issued in 
1622 by Richard St. George, Norroy  king 
of arms, to Sir George Calvert, it is stated 
on the authority of Verstegan, the 
antiquary and philologist, ‘that the said Sir 
George is descended of a noble and 
auntient [ancient] familie of that surname 
in the earldom of Flanders, where they 
have lived long in great honor, and have 
had great possessions, their principall 
and auntient [ancient] seat being at 
Warvickoe [Wervik] in the said 
provinces.’”  
 
– William Hand Browne, George Calvert and Cecilius Calvert: 
barons Baltimore of Baltimore, (1890), p.1 

The family name Calvert/Calvaert may be an Anglicized derivation of the 
Flemish name “Caluwaert”. See “Calvaert, Denis” entry in the Winkler Prins Encyclopedie van 
Vlaanderen, (Brussell: Elsevier Sequia, 1973), Volume 2, p.92. 



The 2nd Lord Baltimore is the 1st Proprietor of Maryland 

Cecilius Calvert [named after Queen Elizabeth I’s spymaster Lord Cecil], 
2nd Lord Baltimore and Proprietor of the 1st English colony in America 
where Catholics were permitted to practice their faith.  



Other Flemings Settled in Maryland 

First Dutch speakers in Jamestown arrived in May,1608 – perhaps sent by Emanuel 
Van Meteren at the request of his friend John Smith (whose life they saved). Other 
Anglo-Flemings arrived in the 1620s and throughout the 17th century. 

Proprietary 
Maryland in the 
17th century 



Stier Family of Antwerp Flees Napolean For Baltimore 

The Stier Family are Direct Descendants of Peter Paul Rubens (1577-
1640)  through Rosalie Stier’s maternal grandfather (Jean Egide Peters). 

Their Castle at Cleydael, near Antwerp  



George Washington Vouches For and Brokers Marriage 
Between George Calvert (Step Daughter-in-Law Nelly 

Calvert’s Brother) and Rosalie Stier, Daughter of Baron 
Stier of Antwerp 

From left to right: (left) George Calvert, Flemish American descendant of 
George Calvert, First Lord Baltimore (Founder of Maryland), and uncle of 

George Washington Parke Custis, George Washington's adopted son 
and step-grandson; (center picture) Cleydael, the Stier family home near 

Antwerp; and (far right) Rosalie Stier Calvert - wealthy, aristrocratic 
Antwerpenaar, and Washington relative. 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/__9OOS_Sr1Gk/SeZbugB4wGI/AAAAAAAAAlM/hOvtqxp_Uco/s1600-h/Rosalie+Stiers.jpg
http://4.bp.blogspot.com/__9OOS_Sr1Gk/SeZbeVrCk0I/AAAAAAAAAlE/7g9dVGP6eos/s1600-h/George+Calvert.jpg


Antwerpenaar Rosalie Stier Was a Celebrity 
“Rosalie Stier traveled in elite circles: several members of the Stier 
family were well known to Napoleon Bonaparte and to the Duke of 

Wellington; the French foreign minister Talleyrand was a dinner 
guest (and tried to sell them real estate); they frequently dined with 

the French, British, Prussian and Dutch ambassadors and the 
capitol’s “best people”. Rosalie was close friends with 5th U.S. 

President James Monroe’s wife Elizabeth Kortright (descendant of 
an immigrant from Kortrijk). George Calvert and Rosalie Stier’s  
social circle included the U.S. Secretary of State – who would 

personally carry letters between Riversdale, the Calvert’s plantation, 
and the rest of the family back in Antwerp! The Calvert-Stiers 
attended Francis Scott Key’s wedding; they received regular 

personal financial advice from Secretary of the Treasury Gallatin; 
they were neighbors of the nation’s most prominent doctor, 
Benjamin Rush (and even sold him tulips); they hosted Vice 

President Aaron Burr, as well as Thomas Jefferson (whom they 
hated), Secretary of War Knox (for whom Ft. Knox is named after), 
and even Cazenove (head of the Holland Land Company). They 

were personally close to the Carroll family (Catholics who signed the 
Declaration of Independence and a son of whom was the first 
American Archbishop), and almost every distinguished person 
whose physical path carried them through Washington DC.” 

http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com  

http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/
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George Calvert and Rosalie Stier Honeymoon is at 
Mount Vernon! 

From left to right: (left) George Calvert, Flemish American descendant of George 
Calvert, First Lord Baltimore (Founder of Maryland), and uncle of George 
Washington Parke Custis, George Washington's adopted son and step-

grandson; (center picture) George Washington’s diary dated June 20, 1799 
describing the Stier-Calvert honeymoon at Mount Vernon; and (far right) Rosalie 

Stier Calvert - wealthy, aristrocratic Antwerpenaar, and Washington relative. 
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John Parke Custis & Nelly Calvert Children Are Closest 
to Their Maternal Uncle’s (Flemish) Family: 

George Calvert & Rosalie Stier 

From left to right: (left) George Calvert, Flemish American descendant of 
George Calvert, First Lord Baltimore (Founder of Maryland), and uncle of 

George Washington Parke Custis, George Washington's adopted son 
and step-grandson; (center picture) Riversdale, the Maryland plantation 
home of Calvert's family; and (far right) Rosalie Stier Calvert - wealthy, 

aristrocratic Antwerpenaar, and Washington relative. 
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George Washington Parke Custis – George 
Washington’s Adopted Son – Raised With Flemish 

Influences 

George Washington Parke Custis grew up exposed to Flemish art, 
Brussels sprouts, and Flemish terms like “aspaarpot ” 



Famous Descendants of the Washington-Calverts  

From L-R: Benedict Calvert founded the University of Maryland; George 
Washington Parke Custis’ only  surviving child, Mary Parke Custis, 
married Robert E. Lee (pictured with their son Robert E. Lee Jr.). 



  

Appendices 



All of the Above I Claim for Flanders. 
But I Won’t Claim… 

  

 
            That Belgium or Flanders Owns Manhattan… 
 

“The Belgian Institute 
for World Affairs has 
revived its campaign to 
reclaim the most 
valuable chunk of real 
estate in the world - 
the island of 
Manhattan….”  



David Baeckelandt – Speaker 
Who Is This Guy Speaking Here Today? 

  
• Son, grandson, and great-grandson of Flemish Immigrants to America 
 
• MA in History (“Dutch Share of 17th C. Intra-Asian Trade” – U. of IL, 1988) 
 
• Former Student of and Research Assistant for Professor Geoffrey Parker (author of 
The Dutch Revolt, The Army of Flanders, Phillip II, The Spanish Armada, etc.). 
 
• President & Board Member, Belgian Publishing Inc (Gazette van Detroit) 
 
• Blogger on “The Flemish American” http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com 
  
• Founder/Board member: Flemish American Heritage Foundation 
 
• Past Board member: Belgian American Historical Society of Chicago 
 
• Author of books and articles on Flemish Americans 
 

• Member of “De Orde van den Prince” http://www.ovdp.net  
• Contact: debendevan@hotmail.com  

http://flemishamerican.blogspot.com/
http://www.ovdp.net/
mailto:debendevan@hotmail.com

