
Upcoming Events
September 16, 2000. Rensselaers-
wijck Seminar xxiii, “New Light
on New Netherland.” The one-day
conference will focus this year on
the recovery of Dutch colonial his-
tory through new sources and new
interpretations of old sources. The
five speakers will be: Janny
Venema, “Indians in Arnhem? The
Court Proceedings of Brant van
Slichtenhorst”; Evan Haefeli,
“Leislerians in Boston: Some Rare
Dutch Colonial Correspondence”;
Firth Haring Fabend, “New Light
on New Netherland’s  Legacy to
the Religious Culture of New York
and New Jersey”; Simon Groen-
veld, “New Light on a Drowned
Princess. Information from Lon-
don”; and Susanah Shaw, “New
Subjects from Old Sources: Find-
ing the Women of New Nether-
land.” Before the afternoon session
begins, the Hendricks Manuscript
Award will be presented to this
year’s winner, Dr. Cynthia Van
Zandt for her dissertation entitled
“Negotiating Settlement: Colonial-
ism, Cultural Exchange, and Con-
flict in Early Colonial Atlantic
North America, 1580-1660.” As in
past years the proceedings will
take place at the Museum Theater
of the Cultural Education Center of

the Empire State Plaza in Albany,
NY. Pre-registration is $25, at the
door $30. To pre-register send $25
with your name, address and affili-
ation to: The New Netherland Pro-
ject, New York State Library,
Albany, NY 12230. NB: This year
everything will start one hour later.
The Museum Theater will be open
for registration and coffee at 9:30
instead of the traditional 8:30. The
morning session will begin at
10:30 sharp.

***
September 21-October 6, 2000.
The Capital Region Teacher Center
and the Albany Visitors Center pre-
sent “An Invitation to Experience
the Half Moon, the replica of
Henry Hudson’s ship.”  Student
tours of the Half Moon start with
an orientation film about Hudson’s
voyage up the river and the devel-
opment of Albany in the 17th cen-
tury starting with the Dutch
establishment of Fort Orange.
Come aboard the ship and explore
authentic equipment of the time.
Talk with docents about important
historical perspectives involving
the trip up the Hudson. This pro-
gram would be most appropriate
for teachers of 4th and 7th grades--
those with a strong interest in the
history of New York State. Tours
can be reserved from September 21

through October 6. To reserve a
tour for your class in the fall, call
Pat Munsell at the Albany Visitors
Center, 518/434-0405.

***
October 14, 2000. Join the Om-
megang Brewery crew under the
big tent south of Cooperstown for
a free performance by the ac-
claimed Catskill Puppet Theater,
savor the freshly baked waffles,
Ommegang sausages, cider, beer
and Belgian music. This outdoor
celebration takes place at the
height of leaf peeping season. The
puppets are a major hit with the
children so by all means bring

them along and make a day of it.
Ommegang is  the only Brewery in
America dedicated to producing all
bottle-conditioned Belgian style
ales. Cooperstown, thought of
more often as the home to Amer-
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ica’s favorite pastime, was once
the center of a bustling hop econ-
omy. Brewery Ommegang was

built on the foundation of one of
Otsego counties largest hop farms.
Attendees at the annual NNP din-

ner on 16 September will be
treated to a sampling of Om-
megang’s products! For brewery

Sustaining Friend (up to $100)
Kay C. Ables
Charlotte E. Adams
John Aldrich
Dr. Donna Barnes
George Belzer
Marguerite Berger
Peter and Julia Blonk
Patricia Bonomi
Charles Boylen
Richard Brabander
Daniel Bradt
Jessica Bradt Honig
Kenneth Bradt
Peter R. Brooks
Kurt H. Brown
McAlister & Adriana Brown
George Burger
Donald Clagett
Mary Collins
Marlene Davidson
John Decker
Rodman De Kay
Mr.& Mrs. Joep de Koning
Linda Delfs
Kevin Denton
Madelijn De Planque
Leo Dewys
Francis Dowling
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Dudik
Cornelia Ernst
Elizabeth Feldhusen
William Fenton
James D. Folts
Dr. Arthur Fontijn
Charles Franklin
Evelyn Galante 
Aline Garretson
Robert & Judith Greene
Richard Gregg
Bradley Griffin
Alfred Hagedorn
Joseph Halpern
Janet Harman
Mary E. Heim
Mrs. Charles Irwin
Mary Ellen Johnson
Roy Jorgensen
Stanley Keasel
Karen Kelley 
Gloria Koenig
Krista Kraft
Elisabeth Lane
Frank Ligtvoet
Laura Lee Linder
Jeffrey Mans

John Mattson
Dr. Donna Merwick
Mrs. E. J. Milano
Richard Mooney
New York Times Company Foundation
Betty & Victor Nuovo
John & Barbara Ostrander
Old Dutch Church Heritage Museum
Paul Palen
Mrs. Huguet Pameyer
Mary W. Park
Carl Pegels
Dr. Johannes Postma
Richard & Annemarieke Ryskamp
Charles Shattenkirk
Robert Schenck
James O. Schuyler
William & Kathleen Scutt
James Sefcik
Julie Sherill Steitz
Robert St. Cyr
Dr. Gaynell Stone
Nancy Stoving
Mrs. Fenton Stuck
Lily Talapessy
L. and J.S. Taytelbaum 
Virginy Thole
Paul Tonko
Dorothy Hayden Truscott
Hans van den Houten
Jos Van Der Linde
Peter Vandegrift
Mary Van Gorden
Edna van Horn
T.E. Van Houten
Dr. Russel van Norman 
Adriana Van Zwieten
John Veelenturf
Howard & Marilyn Vreeland
Evert Volkerz
David William Voorhees
Manning Voorhees
David Walz
Emile Walraven
George & Susan Webber
John Wing
James Williams
Langdon Wright
Theodore Wright
Jerome Yavarkovsky
Mark & Linda Young
Robert Zaagman
Wilbert Zuylen

Burgher ($100+)
Dr. Robert Alexander
Ennius Bergsma
Cynthia Biasco
Roderic Blackburn
William Bogardus
Jane Bogert
Andrew Brink
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Burke
Marie Carlson
Nan Rothchild Cooper
William & Mary Jane Crotty
George Anthony Damiano
Hubert de Leeuw
Donald B. Derr
Robert Dolfi
Gerald & Shirley Dunn
Jim & Karen Elting
Firth Fabend
Bruce Gimelsen
Dorothy Gress
Sarah Gronim
Susan Haswell
Mary Herberich
Henry B. Hoff
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Huey
Carole Huxley
Mr. & Mrs. H.J.C. Jacobs
Dr. H.J.C. Jacobs
Herbert A. Johnson 
Dorothy A. Koenig
Jessica Kross
John Lansing
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Lansing
Alan A. LaRue
Lucas Ligtenberg
Merrill Lynch
Lewis Lottridge
Kathy Lyon
Harry Macy
Dennis Maika
David M. McKeown
John Moore
John & Mary Murrin
Katherine Potter
Jim Quackenbush
Rev. Louis Springsteen
John Stevens
Peter G. Ten Eyck
Earl Van Alstine
Mr. & Mrs. A.T. Van Rensselaer 
Ms. Judith Van Voorhis
Mr. & Mrs. Liebert Van Vranken
Harold Vroman
P.W. Van Wagoner

Maarten Van Hengel
Mrs. Alexander Vietor
Harold Vroman
David Wanzer
Joseph & Virginia Ward
W. B. Weeks
Warren Brinson
Thomas Wysmuller
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wyckoff

Magistrate ($500+)
Ahold Real Estate Company
David Ackerman Descendants
Gerald Auten
Peter & Marilyn Douglas
Carol Hageman
Heineken USA, Inc
Kenneth Moriarty
Ed Vandenburgh
Westnet, Inc

Burgomaster ($1000+)
Aegon USA, Inc
Matthew & Phoebe Bender
Anneke Bull
Consulate General of the Netherlands
Elisabeth Funk
Dr. Andrew Hendricks
Alice P. Kenney Memorial Foundation
Koninklijke Hoogovens
Peter Paulson
Stibbe, Simont, Monahan, Duhot
Fred Tibbitts and Associates, Inc
John and Sally van Schaick
Robert E. Van Vranken, Attorney

Council ($3000+)
The Order of Colonial Lords of Man-
ors in America

Director General ($5000+)
Akzo Nobel, Inc
H.L. Funk Consulting
The Holland Society of New York
Mary Van Orsdol
Rabobank
Society of the Daughters of Holland
Dames

Benefactor ($10,000+)
‘Prins Bernhard Fonds’ Foundation of
the Netherlands
Doris Quinn Foundation
Mrs. Marjorie Kenney

FNN News
Annual Giving—Donations of private donors, corporations, organizations, foundations and institutions 
We wish to express our sincere appreciation to all members and contributors herein listed for their support of the New Netherland Pro-
ject. This acknowledgment reflects donations from January 23, 1999, through June 30, 2000. Foundations, corporate donors, organiza-
tions and institutions appear in italics. Donations received after the closing date until July 1, 2001, will be recognized in the August
Marcurius of that year, and on a yearly basis thereafter.
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tour information, other events and
directions call 1-800-656-1212 or
visit www.ommegang.com.

News

***
We frequently are reminded about
how difficult it is to find Dutch-re-
lated historical materials west of
the Mississippi. For our friends liv-
ing in California The Nederlof His-
torical Library may be just what
you have been looking for. The li-
brary was founded in 1939 and dur-
ing the German occupation of
Holland (1940-45) became a center
for prohibited books, and the crea-
tion of maps (mapmaking of the
war zones was also severely re-
stricted by the German authorities)
and the publishing of underground
political newsletters and pam-
phlets. After World War II, partly
prompted by a ‘nationalistic’ re-
vival in Dutch History - probably
the reaction to the restrictions of

the war years - the library concen-
trated on Dutch and Dutch colonial
history in the broadest sense.  After
the library moved to the US some
30 years ago, first New Jersey and
later to California, the emphasis
shifted towards the relations be-
tween Holland and the United
States from 1500 to the present.
The library is strictly a ‘research’
one.  Apart from a strong cartogra-
phy section, another prime interest
is languages and their usage, from
Middel Nederlands to American
‘Slanguage’ and everything in be-
tween. The last few years some
(growing) support is also given to
genealogists and ‘heritage’ seekers.
Not by delving into church or city
records, but by providing back-
ground information like historical
facts, dates and ‘period descrip-
tions’ to add additional luster to
the rapidly growing number of fam-
ily trees all over the world. The li-
brary consists of over 5000 books,
many dating back to the 16th and
17th Century with over 1,500,000
pages of information as well as
some 2,000,000 pages of informa-
tion in digital format.  The map sec-
tion covers over 2000 maps, and is
presently being re-organized as far
as the cataloguing is concerned. A
web site <www.nhlibrary.org> is
‘under construction,’ and hopefully
active before October 1st.  It will,
apart from regular essays on Dutch-
American History, also figure book
reviews and ‘Map-of-the-Month’
sections, and provide a free infor-
mation service about anything
“Dutch.” Its activities will be lim-
ited only by the time and the num-
ber of volunteers available.

The Nederlof Historical Library

J. Larry Nederlof, curator,
P.O. Box 130880
Carlsbad, CA 92013-0880
Tel: (760) 634-6796 (via our spon-
sors MicroSeconds International
Inc.) Fax: (760) 635-8641
email: larryn@microseconds.com 

web: www.nhlibrary.org

The library is a member of the
ALA, the Netherlands America
Foundation, a Friend of the Hol-
land Society, the San Diego Chap-
ter of the SLA, the Stichting Ons
Erfdeel, the Netherlands American
Chamber of Commerce (LA), the
Dutch American Heritage Associa-
tion (LA) etc.

Publications
Meet Firth Fabend author of Zion
on the Hudson--Dutch New York
and New Jersey in the Age of  Ri-
val at a booksigning sponsored by
South Street Seaport Museum in
the Whitman Gallery on 209 Water
Street, New York on September 14
at 6: p.m.

***
No doubt you have one time or the
other heard reference to the “tulip
craze” in 17th-century Nether-
lands. If you are looking for a
highly readable and informative
book on the subject, then I recom-
mend Mike Dash’s Tulipo Mania,
which puts the flower and the craze
in its botanical and cultural con-
texts respectively. Remember, if or-
dering through Amazon, please
enter through the NNP website’s
<book store>, so that we receive
credit.

***
A question frequently asked at the
NNP concerns music. Did the set-

It is with great sadness that we re-
port the passing of Eric Nooter at
age 50. Eric died peacefully at home
at 5:34 p.m. on Thursday, August 3,
2000, after a courageous battle with
brain cancer. Eric was known to
most of you for a series of excellent
exhibitions on New Netherland cul-
ture, as well as for his doctoral dis-
sertation, “Between Heaven and
Earth: Church and Society in Pre-
Revolutionary Flatbush, Long Is-
land” (Vrije Universiteit, 1994) for
which he won the 1995 Hendricks
Award. Eric leaves his wonderful
wife Patty Dann and their four-year-
old son, Jake, as well as three sisters
in the Netherlands. 
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tlers have musical instruments?
What songs did they sing? etc. Un-
fortunately, the corpus of adminis-
trative records, which we are
translating, contains reference to
neither insturments nor songs, with
the exception of drums in conjuc-
tion with the announcement of
proclamations, horns to signal the
opening of a bakery, and Jew’s
harps to trade with the Indians. It is
almost certain that they brought
over lutes, recorders and other in-
struments, and sang songs popular
at the time. The latter assumption
can now be easily approached
through the publication of Wil-
helmus en de anderen, Neder-

landse liedjes 1500-1700. Wil-
helmus [Dutch national anthem]
and the others [songs]. This very at-
tractive publication not only places
a variety of songs in their historical
context but also comes with a CD.
It is published by Amsterdam Uni-
versity Press. ISBN: 90-5356-440-3

Reunions
The Van Voorhees Association an-
nounces its annual reunion on Oc-
tober 7th at the Highland Park, NJ
Reformed Church. The featured
speaker will be Peter Christoph.
For more information consult the
web site: <www.vanvorhees.org>

or email Scott Voorhees at 
svorhees@aol.com.

***
The Fishkill Historical Society has
arranged a get-together for the de-
scendants of Cornelis Barentse
Van Wyck and Anna Polhemus
and those of Martin Van Wyck of
New Jersey. It is to be held on the
weekend of October 7, 2000 at the
Van Wyck Homestead Museum in
Fishkill, NY. Contact Roy Jorgen-
sen at 914/896-9560 or email:
royjorg@aol.com to make reser-
vations.

Totidem Verbis
This issue continues the four-part listing of Dutch-related placenames, mostly contributed by Coen Blaauw. Corrections cited for the previous installment are Green-
wich, NY and Harlem, NY, neither of which are on Long Island but in Connecticut and on Manhattan respectively.

PRIMEHOOK (DE). - A navigational
point along the upper Hudson originally
called Pruime hoek meaning “plum hook”
from the occurrence of wild plum trees.
RENSSELAER (NY) - From the Dutch
West India Company director, Kiliaen van
Rensselaer, who founded the patroonship
of Rensselaerswijck (approximately Al-
bany and Rensselaer counties).
RHODE ISLAND (RI) - derived from the
Dutch Roode Eylandt meaning “Red Is-
land.” 
SANDY HOOK (NJ) - A Dutch map of
1656 records Sant Punt meaning “Sand
Point” but hoek was commonly used for
the site. 
SAUGERTIES (NY) - Recorded in 1663
as Zagers Killetje meaning sawyers creek,
as the stream serviced many sawmills.
SAYBROOK (CT) - A Dutch map of
1656 refers to this site where the Connecti-
cut River empties into the Atlantic Ocean
as Zeebroeck, meaning marshy land by the
sea.
SCHUYLKILL (PA) - “Hidden stream”
A thicket at the mouth of the stream prob-
ably made it possible to conceal vessels,
or made it difficult to see the entrance of
the stream.
SPARKILL (NY) - Spar meaning “spruce,
fir.” 
SPUITEN DUYVIL (NY) - Literally

“devil’s spout” with obvious reference to
whirlpools created by the dangerous tidal
currents in the narrow passage at the north
end of Manhattan Island.
STATEN ISLAND (NY)  Named in honor
of the States General, the governing body
of the United Provinces of the Netherlands
in the 17th century.
STONE ARABIA (NY) - Derived from
Dutch steen raapje meaning “stone tur-
nips” probably because of the prevalence
of stones harvested in the fields every
spring. Variants of this name appear
throughout the original New Netherland
territory, e.g., Stone Robbie Rd. near
Oneonta; Steinraupie,  inscribed on the
cornerstone of a 1717 farmhouse in Ber-
gen County, NJ, among others.
TEANECK (NJ) From tiende neck or
tenth neck, i.e., strip of land formed by the
tenth stream flowing into the Hackensack
River.
TENAFLY (NJ) From ten “at the” and vly
from vallei meaning “valley, low land,
marshland,” thus Ten Vly meaning at the
marsh, cf., Ten Eyck, at the oak tree.
VALATIE (NY) - From valletje meaning
"little falls."
VLY LAKE (NY) - See Tenafly; also Fly
Creek, NY, and Vly Rd in Colonie near
Albany.
WALLABOUT BAY (NY) - From

Waalen Boght meaning“Walloons Bend.”
WESTERLO (NY) - Named for Rev.
Eilardus Westerlo, domine of the First
Church of Albany from 1760 to 1790. He
was the last domine to preach in Dutch in
Albany. Also Westerlo Island, now Castle
Island, location of the Port of Albany.
WHOREKILL (DE) - From the folk ety-
mology that Hoerekill means “whores
stream”  because of a locality where the
Indians were generous enough to give
their young women and daughters to the
Dutch seamen who frequented there. The
real meaning comes from Hoornkill recog-
nizing the city in Holland where many of
the earlier Dutch mariners came from,
such as Mey and David Pietersz de Vries.
Confusion derives from the spelling pro-
nunciation of Hoorn as Hoeren where oe
can also represent  long o in 17th-c Dutch;
the pejorative version probably developed
from a mariners’ delight in fantacizing
about the name. The Swedes called and
wrote the placename Hornkyl which
leaves no doubt about its meaning. Be-
sides, it is doubtful that the Calvinist direc-
tors of the WIC would have sanctioned
the pejorative version.
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