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Hendrik Schaef, 1279, December 24, 1638

Over the course of a nearly three-decade career as a notary in Amsterdam, Hendrik
Schaef (active 1638-1665) produced thousands of documents. Schaef was closely, but
not exclusively, associated with the Dutch West India Company, working with Company
directors and ordinary soldiers and sailors alike. Schaef’s archive, deposited per
Amsterdam’s laws with the city at the end of his career, are hardly unknown to historians,
and his material has been used to great effect, particularly to cover the lacunae
occasioned by the destruction of much of the West India Company’s own archive in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

Most of the time Schaef, the notary, is visible only as the recorder of testimony, but here
he emerges as an arbiter of misdeeds, refusing to pass the act that he has already finished
writing because of unspecified fear that Willem Wou, his client, had some fraudulent
intent in mind. This is one of the few notarial records that is crossed out in his book.
Whether Wou, whose power of attorney to collect wages seems to resemble myriad other
documents of the same type, was actually engaged in illegal activity or not remains
difficult to say.

Omthis day, the 24™ of December 1638.

There appeared before me, Hendrick Schaef, notary, Willem Wou van Leijm whosailed
for the WesSlndia Company as a cook’s mate on the ship Out Viissigen and agsved [i.e.
returned] here [fosAmsterdam] on the ship the Witteleeu and has in the besgfTorm]
constituted and empowered, as he does with this [document], Harmen G€rritsz,
messenger in Zeeland, to, i his name and on his, constituent’s, behaif to demand, claim,
and receive at the office of the"West India Company at the Middélburg chamber all of his
wages and monthly allowances eartied and due to him accorging to his account from the
last voyage and to give a receipt for thenand to agree todbandon future claims [to the
wages] and further to do everything in this magter as if he, constituent was himself
present and should the matter require amplified g#*§pecial order, he promises to hold
whatever his aforementioned representative sh6uld do and establish in the matter to be
good, firm, and binding according to the @bligations of the Taw. All done in Amsterdam
in the presence of Jan Jrens who arrived from Brazil and Jan JanS, sawyer, here as
witnesses who declare they know i€ constituent well.

Wilam Wou

Jan = Joems I did not want to pass this because it
mark seemed to me that the appearer had

The placed, ZOor, signature dealings with bad people

Of Jan Jarfsz



