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INTRODUCTION

This guide is the result of a project funded by the
National Historical Publications and Records Commission from
April 1, 1977, to March 31, 1978. The compilation of information
in this survey is intended to furnish the researcher with the
location of source material relating to New Netherland; describe
the documents and collections held by such repositories; and
provide accessibility to these documents through information
on available printed or manuscript translations, and through
copies of the originals which have been collected for the New
York State Library. The Dutch West India Company's colony of
New Netherland, which included in area the western half of
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware,
left behind in various repositories documents generated by the
central administration and local jurisdictions; therefore, the
historian researching the colonial period of the middle colonies
is frequently confronted with primary source material written
in seventeenth century Dutch. If this guide facilitates access
to such documents and informs historians of sources which need
to be translated for their research, the objective of this work
will have been attained.

The following restrictions were imposed during the com-
pilation of material for the guide: 1) The time period extends
from the earliest years of Dutch West India Company activity in
New Netherland to the final relinquishing of control of the
territory to the English in 1674; the interim period of English
government from 1664 to 1673 is included in the guide since the
continuity of New Netherland was only disrupted at the executive
level. 2) The documents cited in the guide are exclusively
manuscripts, with the exception of one broadside in the "Van
Rensselaer Manor Papers," and a collection of typescripts at
the New York State Library which were made from the "Van
Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts" but not included in the printed
translation. 3) All the manuscripts represented in the guide
are in Dutch with the exception of some English notations and
endorsements entered on certain documents at a later date.

4) All the manuscripts are located in repositories in the United
State, with the exception of the originals of the above mentioned
"Van Rensselaer Bowier Manscripts" which have been returned to
the Netherlands.

The guide is basically organized according to the plan of
Hamer's Guide to Archives and Manuscripts.in the United States.
The repositories appear in alphabetical order by -state. The
documents in each repository are listed in chronological order
unless they are part of a collection, in which case the name of
the collection will be followed by a chronological listing of
the contents. Each entry begins with a key word in upper case
letters followed by a brief description of the essential infor-




mation in the document. The date of the document is located
below the description at the left margin; the repository's
identification number or code appears on the same line right of
center. This central descriptive information is followed by
information on available translations, whether printed or in
manuscript form, and information on access to those documents
which have been copied for the New Netherland collection at the
New York State Library; these copies are indicated either as
A-FM (microfilms) or SC16676 (a collection comprising photocopies
of originals). The "New York Colonial Manuscripts"” at the New
York State Archives are not described in detail because of the
availability of E.B. O'Callaghan's Calendar to Dutch Historical
Manuscripts, reprinted in 1968 by Greqgg Press, Inc. The
appendices contain material too extensive for inclusion in the
entry text, especially the translations of the "New York Colonial
Manuscripts" printed in the NYCD series. The index is keyed to
the number assigned to each entry and not to the page number.

In order to maintain a compact format, abbreviations were
employed for freguently used sources (consult the list of
abbreviations at the end of the introduction); document
identification numbers and codes, however, are given in their
full form to avoid confusion. Information appearing in brackets
has been inferred from other sources.

ABBREVIATIONS

ATHA...... ceseennes Albany Institute of History and Art

ARAHA.....¢.s......Annual Report of the American Historical
Assoclation, Washington, D.C., 1895

CHA...¢tvveveess...Collections on the History of Albany, Joel
Munsell, ed. Albany, 1871, 4 vols.

CIVRe.ov.s ...ssses0sCorrespondence of Jeremias van Rensselaer,
1651-1674., A.J.F. van Laer, trans. and ed.
Albany, 1932

CMVR. oo oses ......s.Correspondence of Maria van Rensselaer,
1669-1689. A.J.F, van Laer, trans. and ed.
AIBany, 1935

DRNN....oovesns ....Documents Relating to New Netherland, 1624-
1626. A.J.F. van Laer, trans. and ed. san
Marino, 1924

DSSY..vetvseee.....Dutch Settlers Society of Albany Yearbook.
Albany

ECMusswssnwnmenms ..Minutes of the Executive Council of the Pro-
vince of New York. Victor Hugo Paltsits, ed.
Albany, 1910

EHJsosssann +.e...s..BEarly History of the Jews in New York, 1654~
1664, Samuel Oppenheim. New York, 1909

ER.ceevevevnseens.Ecclesiastical Records of the State of New
York. Edward Tanjore Corwin, ed. Albany,
1901-1916, 7 vols.
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ERBuwwemsvsnnmmpns 266 Early Records of Albany. Jonathan Pearson,
trans. A.J.F. van Laer, rev. and ed. (vols.
2-4) Albany, 1919, 4 vols.

Fosoansnmunns.a sees..guilders

fn...ooeene S — footnote

) «s+.ee....Register of Pennsylvania. Samuel Hazard.
Philadelphia, 1828-1836, 16 vols.

HNN..oceoeoennanans History of New Netherland. E.B. O'Callaghan,
New York, 1845, 2 vols.

HSY :saamanvi®amtia .Yearbook of the Holland Society of New York.
Prepared by the Recording Secretary. New
York.

INDE. e teeasnces ....The Independent (a New York City newspaper)

IW.eeoeveeeeeaees.A Brief and True Narrative of the Hostile
Conduct of the Barbarous Natives towards the
Dutch Nation. E.B. O'Callaghan, trans.
Albany, 1863

IMFC.vveceneesessss.dJonas Michaelius, Founder of the Church in
New Netherland. A. Eekhof. Leyden, 1926

KP,veeensnn «.+.....Kingston Papers. Dingman Versteeg, trans.
Peter Christoph, Kenneth Scott and Kenn
Stryker~Rodda, eds. Baltimore, 1976

LO...vceeuvescsnsaLaws and Ordinances, 1638-1674. E.B.
O'Callaghan, comp. and trans. Albany, 1868

MANH..+vv+0........Manhattan in 1628. Dingman Versteeg, New
York, 1904

MARS........s.se0..Court Minutes of Albany, Rensselaerswyck,
and Schenectady, 1668-1673. A.J.F. van Laer,
trans. and ed. Albany. 1926, 3 vols.

MCR.:sseosssssssss.Minutes of the Court of Rensselaerswyck, 1648~
1652. A.J.F. van Laer, trans. and ed. Albany,
1922

MFOB:vsseoanaon «.++s.Minutes of the Court of Fort Orange and
Beverswyck, 1652~1656. A.J.F. van Laer, trans.
and ed. Albany, 1920

MHNY....coeee.0..0..Memorial History of the City of New York.
James Grant Wilson, ed. New York, 1892, 5 vols.

MOM..v.eeeassssss..Minutes of the Orphanmasters of New Amsterdam,
1655~1663. Berthold Fernow, trans. and ed.
New York, 1902

MST....0eece.s0s+..Manuscript translation
Ni@s ssvwssnnsesasssno date

NNN.....ceesees......Narratives of New Netherland, 1609-1664.
J. Franklin Jameson. New York, 1909
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NiS. covecsceassecssnNew style

NYCD.v.orsassnsesso.Documents Relative to the Colonial History
of the State of New York. E.B. O'Callaghan,
ed. Albany, 1965, 11 vols.

Documents Relating to the Colonial History
of the State of New York. Berthold Fernow,
ed. Albany, 1877, 4 vols. (XII-XV)

NYCMiueiooeonoonanns New York Colonial Manuscripts.

NYDH: s o009 siv 5 » +.+....Documentary History of New York. E.B.
O'Callaghan. Albany, 1850, 4 vols.

NYGBCieoenuno ...... New York Genealogical and Biographical
Society. Collections. New York.

NYGBReewosavomoanes ..New York Genealogical and Biographical
Record. New York.

NYHM........ o e @ New York Historical Manuscripts. This
abbreviation serves a dual function in re-
presenting the first four volumes of the
NYCM which were translated by A.J.F. van Laer
and later published by the Genealogical Pub-
lishing Co., as well as a series of Dutch
documents from various collections which
were translated and published by the same
company. The books in this series are:

NYHM, RSL, and KP.

NYHM......... +e..ss.New York Historical Manuscripts: Dutch.
A.J.F. van Laer, trans. and annot. Baltimore,
1974, 4 vols.

NYHSC vemomsnwmsnunen New York Historical Society. Collections.
New York.

NYSA......vc220.0...New York State Archives

NYSHAP::svoeonse ....New York State Historical Association

Proceedings. Newburgh
NYSL....svveeees....New York State Library

NYSLB...vovssesoe....New York State Library Bulletin. Albany

OMM.............s...Minutes of the Orphanmasters of New Amster-
dam, 1663-1668. E.B. O'Callaghan, trans.
Kenneth Scott and Kenn Stryker-Rodda, eds.
Baltimore, 1976

Oe8: eresescssassss,0ld style

PA..i.veveensseass..Pennsylvania Archives. Harrisburg and
Philadelphia

PH........c.000.... . Pennsylvania Magazine of History.
Philadelphia

RNA.......c0c00v0...Records of New Amsterdam. Berthold Fernow,
ed. New York, 1897
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RSL:viseossonannnnn Register of Salomon La Chaire. E.B.
O'Callaghan, trans. Baltimore, 1978

SHR ¢« « s CHT SIS R Annual Report of the State Historian of the
State of New York. Albany

ST oaiiommiingidoniens The Iconography of Manhattan Island, 1498-
1909. I.N. Phelps Stokes, comp. New York,
1867, 6 vols.

VRMP.covesvnnes .+...Van Rensselaer Manor Papers

VRBM. s teensvnnnnan .Van Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts. A.J.F.
van Laer, trans. and ed. Albany, 1908

VS iieienoonennnns .Voyages of the Slavers. E.B. O'Callaghan,
ed. Albany, 1867
WIC..... ISP ...West India Company
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CALIFORNIA

Henry E. Huntington Library and Art Gallery.
San Marino, California 91108

REGULATIONS, INSTRUCTIONS, and LETTERS: a. Provisional
regulations for the colonists adopted by the WIC, 28
March 1624; b. Letter from Jan van Ryen to the directors
of the Zeeland chamber of the WIC, 25 April 1625;
c. Instructions for the director Willem Verhulst,
[January 1625]; d. Further instructions for Willem
Verhulst, 22 April 1625; e. Special instructions for
the engineer and surveyor Cryn Fredericksz regarding
the building of Fort Amsterdam, 22 April 1625; f£. Letter
from Isaack de Rasiere to the directors of the WIC,
23 September 1626,
28 March 1624 - 23 September 1626 HM 548

Translation: DRNN.

LETTER from Jonas Michaelius to Johannes van Foreest at

Hoorn in which he describes the colony on Manhattan

Island.

8 August 1628 HM 22028
Translation: MANH, 61-79; JMFC, 107-114.

JOURNAL kept by Harmen Myndertsz van den Bogaert while
on a trip through the Mohawk Valley to meet with the
Indians concerning the fur trade.
11 December 1634 - 21 January 1635 HM 819
Translation: NNN, 139~162; INDE, (XLVII) 1317:
1-4; ARAHA, (1895) Bi-104. '
NYSL Access: SC16676~56

SAFE CONDUCT and RELEASE from the States General to
Cornelis Melyn and Jochem Pietersz Cuyter.
1 May 1648 HM 706

CONTRACT between Hendrick van der Capellen toe Ryssel
and Cornelis Melyn concerning Staten Island.
4 June 1650 HM 838

NYSL Access: SC16676~6
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12

HENRY E. HUNTINGTON LIBRARY

SAFE CONDUCT from the States General to Cornelis Melyn
for his return to New Netherland.
30 June 1650 HM 1252

DECLARATION of Cornelis Melyn and others to Lubbert wvan
Dincklagen accusing Petrus Stuyvesant of conspiring to
hire Indians to plunder and kill settlers on Staten
Island.
28 June 1652 HM 21419

NYSL Access: SC16676-7

PATENT granted to Adriaen Jansen van Ilpendam for a
house and garden lot in Beverwyck.
25 October 1653 HM 9724

NYSL Access: SC16676~8

CONVEYANCE from Wolphert Gerritsen Couwenhoven to Martin
Jansen for a parcel of land on Long Island; with receipts
for payment of said property on 3 December 1657.
31 March 1655 HM 1544

NYSL Access: SC16676-9

é

LETTER from Hendrick van der Cappellen toe Ryssel to
Cornelis Melyn concerning the management of affairs on
Staten Island.
17 July 1655 HM 22262

NYSL Access: SC16676-~10

DECLARATION of Cornelis Melyn to the WIC concerning the
purchase of Staten Island from the Indians.
30 January 1659 HM 1355
Translation: NYHSC, 46:123-125.
NYSL Access: SC16676~11

AGREEMENT between Cornelis Melyn and the WIC in which

Melyn resigns his title to government on Staten Island

but not to the ownership of the land.

13 June 1659 HM 837
Translation: NYHSC, 46:116~118; HNN, 2:575-576.
NYSL Access: SC16676-12 -
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14

17

CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY

PETITION of Ariaen Hendricksen, Herper Clasen, Cornelis
Jansen van der Veer, Gerrit Remmers, Jan Luickas, and
Derck Stofelsz for farmland at Canarsie; with an order
to have the land surveyed before disposition.
13 June 1661 HM 780

Translation: See NYCD, 14:501 for a council minute
concerning this petition 1n NYCM, 9:648.

NYSL Access: SC16676-13

PATENT granted to Adriaen Huyberts for a parcel of land
at Esopus near Nieuwe Dorp.
25 April 1663 HM 193

NYSL Access: SC16676-14

PATENT granted to Jan Vigne for a parcel of marshland
on the west side of the North River.
4 June 1663 HM 639

NYSL Access: SC16676~15

PATENT granted to Jan Laurense van Schoonderwaert for a
parcel of land on Long Island at the Waelebocht near
Marcus's Plantation.

1 May 1664 HM 785

CONNECTICUT

Connecticut State Library. Hartford, Connecticut 06115

LETTER from the States General to the towns on Long
Island stating that those villages which have placed
themselves under English jurisdiction should immediately
reinstate their lawful officials and return to the
allegiance of New Netherland or suffer punishment
accordingly; with a covering letter from Petrus
Stuyvesant dated 12 May 1664.
23 January 1664 COLONIAL BOUNDARIES, 2:11a
Translation: MST with original; NYCD, 2:229.
NYSL Access: SC16676~59; official copy in NYCM
15:111



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

DELAWARE

The Historical Society of Delaware. 505 Market Street Mall,
Wilmington, Delaware 19801

PATENT granted to Samuel Godyn and Samuel Blommaert for
18 land extending from Cape Hinlopen to the mouth of the
South River.
15 July 1630
Translation: NYCD, 1:43 and 12:17-18; PA (2), 7:
459-460.
NYSL Access: SC16676-29

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Library of Congress. 10 1st Street, S.E., Washington,
D.C. 20540

PATENT granted to Lucas Pietersz for a plantation at the
19 Tweede Hoeck above Fort New Amstel between the plantations
of Oele Toersen and the road from the village; with a
conveyance of the above land to Oele Toersen dated 9
May 1674.
4 June 1658 Delaware 215-323, 4:911
Translation: MST with original (4:881).
NYSL Access: SC16676~69

CONVEYANCE from Barbara Tomas, widow of Leendert Claasen,
20 to Hans Block for half a piece of cleared land at the
Tweede Hoeck above Fort New Amstel between the land of
Tymon Tidden (now owned by Hans Block) and Monnis Andries.
20 April 1660 Delaware 215-323, 4:905
Translation: MST with original (4:895).
NYSL Access: SC16676-70

PATENT granted to Hans Block for a plantation at the
21 Tweede Hoeck above Fort New Amstel; bounded on the south-
west side by Paulus Duxon and on the northeast side by
Gerrit Sandersz.
8 January 1663 Delaware 215-323, 4:867
Translation: MST with original (4:889).
NYSL Access: 8C16676-71
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23

24

25

26

27

28

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS

AGREEMENT between Antonie Briant and Jan Barentsen con-

cerning a point of land on the northeast side of Briant's

land for which Barentsen agrees to pay in grain and

tobacco.

24 August 1664 Delaware 215-323, 4:907
NYSL Access: SC16676-72

PATENT granted to Hans Block for a point of land located
behind the marsh of Antony Brejant and Hans Block, and
between two branches of said marsh.
18 September 1664 Delaware 215-323, 3:658
Translation: MST with original (4:885).
NYSL Access: SC16676-73

PATENT granted to Andries Matysen for a plantation at
the Tweede Hoeck above Fort New Amstel; bounded by Jan
Eckhoff and Gerret Sandersz; with a conveyance from
Andries Matysen to Aerent Jansen dated 12 June 1673,
and a conveyance from Aerent Jansen to Pieter de Wit
dated 1 March 1674.
20 September 1664 Delaware 215-323, 3:650
Translation: MST with original (4:928).
NYSL Access: 8C16676-74

DECLARATION of Antonie Briant acknowledging that he has
sold his part of the marsh east of the land where he now
lives to Hans Block.
27 November 1665 Delaware 215-323, 4:904
Translation: MST with original (4:890).
NYSL Access: SC16676-75

DECLARATION of Pieter Hendricksen, Andries Maetsoon, and
Mons Pouwelsoon acknowledging that they have sold a
plantation at the Tweede Hoeck above the fort to Arent
Jansen; bounded on the one side by Barent de Muller and
on the other by Hans Muller.
6 June 1666 Delaware 215-323, 4:912
Translation: MST with original (4:891).
NYSL Access: SC16676-76

CONVEYANCE from Antonie Briant to Jan Barentsen of a
piece of land where the said Barentsen now lives.
10 September 1668 Delaware 215-323, 4:902
Translation: MST with original (4:886).
NYSL Access: SC16676-77

DECLARATION of Jan Barentsen acknowledging that he has
sold his land to Hans Block; bounded on one side by
Dirck Allertsen and on the other by Captain Carr.
26 January 1669 Delaware 215-323, 4:903
Translation: MST with original (4:886).
NYSL Access: SC16676-78
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30

31

32

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES

CONVEYANCE from Dirck Allertsen to Jan Hendricksen of a
parcel of land on the extremity of the point within
Jan Barentsen's land.
26 January 1669 Delaware 215-323, 4:909
Translation: MST with original (4:875).
NYSL Access: SC16676-79

DECLARATION of Olle Toersen acknowledging that he has
granted full possession of his two pieces of land in
Swanwick bounded by Mathys Echelson and Lucas Pietersz
to Magister Jacobus Fabricius; with a conveyance from
Jacobus Fabricius to Pieter Maeslander dated 1 September
1682,
23 October 1672 Delaware 215-323, 4:908
Translation: MST with original (4:893).
NYSL Access: SC16676-80

MASSACHUSETTS

Archives of the Commonwealth, Office of the Secretary,
State House, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

LETTER from Petrus Stuyvesant to John Endicott, governor
of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, in which Stuyvesant
refers to an unanswered letter to Endicott's predecessor,
Richard Bellingham, concerning the Hartford Treaty of
1650 and boundary violations; he also suggests closer
cooperation between New Netherland and New England in
the form of an offensive and defensive alliance against
the Indians.
25 October 1655 Volume 2:374-376

NYSL Access: SC16676-81

LETTER from Petrus Stuyvesant to the commissioners of
the Massachusetts Bay Colony responding to a request
that settlers from New England be allowed to pass the
fort on Manhattan and proceed up the Hudson River to
begin new settlements. Stuyvesant strongly protests
the suggestion that people from New England be allowed
to settle within the boundaries of New Netherland; he
reminds them of the second point in the Hartford Treaty
which prohibits people of Connecticut from settling
within ten Dutch miles of the North River.
27 October 1659 Volume 2:377-378a

Translation: MST with original.

NYSL Access: SC16676-82



NEW BRUNSWICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

Massachusetts Historical Society. 1154 Boylston Street,
Boston, Massachusetts 02215

LETTER from Cornelis Steenwyck to [John] Winthrop [Jr.]
acknowledging the receipt of some lead which Steenwyck
has forwarded to Holland for examination; he wishes to
know the price and amount available.
11 August 1656 Winthrop Papers
Translation: MST with original.
NYSL Access: SC16676-26

DEPOSITION of Cornelis Melyn acknowledging the conveyance
of one fourth part of his lands on Staten Island to the
English crown.
26 October 1664 Winthrop Papers
Translation: MST with original.
NYSL Access: SC16676-25

NEW JERSEY

Morristown National Historical Park Manuscript
Collection. 230 Morris Street, Morristown, New Jersey 07960

PATENT granted to Jan Hansse for a parcel of land on
Long Island in the Waelebocht near Marcus's plantation;
located south of Michiel Hansse and north of Dirck
Hansse Hooglant.
15 May 1664 LWS 1871

NYSL Access: A-FM-973, M2895 no. 54; SC16676-24

Archives of the General Synod. Reformed Church of
America in the Gardner A. Sage Library. New Brunswick
Theological Seminary. New Brunswick, New Jersey 08901

CONTRACT between Kiliaen van Rensselaer and Domine
Johannes Megapolensis stating the conditions under
which the latter will serve as minister in the colony
of Rensselaerswyck.
6 March 1642 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 1
Translation: ER, 1:143-145; HNN, 1:448-449.

LETTER from Domine Joannis Backerus to the Classis of
Amsterdam requesting that another minister be sent to
New Netherland and he be discharged from service.
2 September 1648 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 2
Translation: ER, 1:233-237.
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42

43

44

NEW BRUNSWICK THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY

LETTER from Joannes Megapolensis to the Classis of
Amsterdam stating Annetje Bogardus's case for money due
to her deceased husband Domine Bogardus.
25 August 1648 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 3
Translation: ER, 1:237-239.

LETTER from Petrus Stuyvesant to the Classis of
Amsterdam requesting the confirmation of Domine
Megapolensis as replacement for Domine Backerus; he also
states the colony's need for a schoolmaster and precenter.
August 1649 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 4
Translation: ER, 1:261-263.

LETTER from Domines Johannes Megapolensis and Samuel
Drisius to the Classis of Amsterdam urging the Classis
to influence the WIC in rejecting the Lutherans' re-
quest that a minister of their faith be sent to New
Netherland.

6 October 1653 Amsterdam Correspondence,

Box 1, No. 5
Translation: ER, 1:317-318.

LETTER from Domines Johannes Megapolensis and Samuel
Drisius to the Classis of Amsterdam stating that
religious instruction for the Indians is proceeding
slowly.
25 July 1654 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 6
Translation: ER, 1:326-327.

LETTER from Johannes Megapolensis to the Classis of
Amsterdam requesting that they influence the WIC to
have the Jews in New Netherland sent away.
18 March 1655 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 7
Translation: ER, 1:334-336.

PETITION of the Lutherans to the governor and council
of New Netherland to be permitted to have their own
church services as per resolution of the WIC.
24 October 1656 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 8
Translation: ER, 1:358-360.

LETTER from Domine Johannes Megapolensis to Domine
Laurentius in the Netherlands, informing him of the state
of his ministry at Rensselaerswyck.
26 June 1657 Amsterdam Correspondence,
Box 1, No. 9
Translation: ER, 1:382-386






