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INTRODUCTION 

This guide is the result of a project funded by the 
National Historical Publications and Records Commission from 
April 1, 1977, to March 31, 1978. The compilation of information 
in this survey is intended to furnish the researcher with the 
location of source material relating to New Netherland; describe 
the documents and collections held by such repositories; and 
provide accessibility to these documents through information 
on available printed or manuscript translations, and through 
copies of the originals which have been collected for the New 
York State Library. The Dutch West India Company's colony of 
New Netherland, which included in area the western half of 
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Delaware, 
left behind in various repositories documents generated by the 
central administration and local jurisdictions; therefore, the 
historian researching the colonial period of the middle colonies 
is frequently confronted with primary source material written 
in seventeenth century Dutch. If this guide facilitates access 
to such documents and informs historians of sources which need 
to be translated for their research, the objective of this work 
will have been attained. 

The following restrictions were imposed during the com
pilation of material for the guide: 1) The time period extends 
from the earliest years of Dutch West India Company activity in 
New Netherland to the final relinquishing of control of the 
territory to the English in 1674; the interim period of English 
government from 1664 to 1673 is included in the guide since the 
continuity of New Netherland was only disrupted at the executive 
level. 2) The documents cited in the guide are exclusively 
manuscripts, with the exception of one broadside in the "Van 
Rensselaer Manor Papers," and a collection of typescripts at 
the New York State Library which were made from the "Van 
Rensselaer Bowier Manuscripts" but not included in the printed 
translation. 3) All the manuscripts represented in the guide 
are in Dutch with the exception of some English notations and 
endorsements entered on certain documents at a later date. 
4) All the manuscripts are located in repositories in the United 
State, with the exception of the originals of the above mentioned 
"Van Rensselaer Bowier Manscripts" which have been returned to 
the Netherlands. 

The guide is basically organized according to the plan of 
Hamer's Guide to Archives and Manuscripts , in the United States. 
The repositories appear in alphabetical order by state. The 
documents in each repository are listed in chronological order 
unless they are part of a collection, in which case the name of 
the collection will be followed by a chronological listing of 
the contents. Each entry begins with a key word in upper case 
letters followed by a brief description of the essential infor-


