e at the Collegiate School in New York City have
long sought the school’s origins in the early yearsof the
settlement of New Amsterdam by the Dutch, We have
been aided in our researchby the pre-eminent cultural
institutions that fall under the aegis of the New York
StateBoard of Regentswhich is celebrating its bicentennial this year [1984]. Our research would have been
difficult without the supportandpublications of staff and
scholars at the New York Historical Society, the New
York Public Library, Columbia University, New York
University and Cornell University and, not the least, the
New York StateLibrary. Early on in our endeavorsabout
six yearsago, we received encouragementand a thoughtful reply to our inquiry for research guidance from
Charles Gehring of the New Netherland Project of the
New York StateLibrary, It is a pleasure to expressour
appreciation and admiration to the many institutions and
scholarswho helped us along the way.

rougher sort, sent by the Dutch West India Company to
exploit the natural resourcesof the adjoining areas.The
Puritan leadersconcentratedon creating institutions on
these shores to sustain an ongoing civilization-and
proudly left written recordsof their endeavors.With one
exception the early Dutch had neither the background
nor the motivation to leave traces for posterity about
ventures in education. The one exception was the first,
and for someyearsthe only Dutch university graduateto
arrive in New Amsterdam.His name is ReverendJonas
Michaelius, the first Minister of the Dutch Reformed
Church in New Amsterdamfrom 1628to 1632.More of
the Reverendlater.
But, even if there were records from early New
Amsterdamof the kind that exist for the Massachusetts
Bay Colony, there would still be controversy about the
starting date of the fiist educational initiative in New
Amsterdam. Samuel Eliot Morison in his magnificent
book, The Founding of Harvard College, describes in
detail how the date of the founding of Harvard College
wasnot agreedupon until late in its existence.’ Professor
Morison andother scholarshavepointed out that prior to
the 18th century it is difficult to pinpoint an exact date
for the founding of an educational institution. The Universities of Oxford and Cambridge and many on the
coneinent were not created in one stroke by religious,
governmental or private initiative but, rather, to use
ProfessorLawrence Cremin’s apt phrase, “were not so
much founded as they founded themselves.‘” They
evolved slowly out of humble beginnings until they were
transformed into the institutions we recognize as the
framework for what exists today. To say that they were
founded in a particular year reflects not so much the
precise act of founding in the modem sense,but rather
an agreementthat this was the earliest datethe origins of
the institution can be discerned.Thus, the good newswe
are presenting in this paper is that scholars can have a
more fruitful discussion about the dating of New York’s
oldest educational institution if the focus is on origins
rather than on a founding date.

Having expressedappreciation for researchsupport,
we at Collegiate School may have given promise of
scholarly results greater than we can produce. If there is
any agreementamong scholars of the pre-1640 history
of New Amsterdam, it is how difficult it is to ascertain
the facts.The reasonsareclear. First, both in Holland and
in New Amsterdam builders favored wood in the constructionof churches,housesandpublic buildings. Fires
eventually took their toll of many letters, diaries and
documentswhich could have revealeddetails about life
in those times. In what seemsto be a further responseto
some mystical command of silence, the Dutch West
India Company in 1821 disposed of the bulk of its
recordsprior to 1636;and for many years the custodians
of relevant documents in this country put little effort to
their care.
Second, unlike the MassachusettsBay colony, New
Amsterdam did not at first attract university graduates.
The Puritan leaderswere educatedmenwho left England
in protest against the English establishment.In contrast,
the early settlers who came to New Amsterdam were a
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Fig. 32. West End Collegiate Church & Collegiate School.
Copy of the Vleeshal in Haarlem, built 1600.Courtesy of Collegiate School.
Having introduced the problem, we can now proceed
to the facts. There exists between Broadway and West
End Avenue, 77th and 78th Street, on the Island of
Manhattan a school for about 550 boys from first grade
through the senior year. It is our contention that the
origins of this school, the Collegiate School, go back not
to 1633nor 1638,aspreviously maintained,but to 1628,
when the Dutch West India Company sent Reverend
JonasMichaelius to New Amsterdam.
The Collegiate School’s history and progress paralleled the development of New York City from its Dutch
origins to the present. The first quarters of the School
were in lower Manhattan. As New York City expanded
to the north, the School moved its quarters near the
Battery to sixteen different locations successively. In
1892,it finally settled on its presentsite next to the West
End Collegiate Church. Until 1940, Collegiate School
was, in one form or another, part of the Dutch Reformed
ProtestantChurch. Incorporated in 1940 as a non-profit
organization under the Education Act of the Stateof New
York, it is now governedindependently by a twenty-five
memberBoard of Trustees.While Collegiate School has
for many yearswelcomedstudentsregardlessof religion,

it continues to value its historic association with the
Dutch Reformed Church.
I becameacquainted with Collegiate Slchoolin 1976
when my son,Robert, enteredfirst grade.If this personal
note seemsirrelevant in a scholarly presentation,kindly
keep in mind that since I had a role in causing the School
to shift originating dates from 1638 to 1628, my participation in the processbecomesa fact of history itself.
A description of how an originating date is selected is
surely the stuff of history even if there is controversy
about the accuracy of that date!
Each morning upon arrival at the School, my son and
I would go through the red doors between13roadwayand
WestEnd Avenue on 77th Street.There,just beyond the
entrance, is a handsome marble plaque affixed to an
interior wall. On the plaque are listed the headmastersof
the School from 1633 to 1883 led by the alleged first
headmaster,Adam Roelantsen 1633-39. Having long
had an amateur’s interest in the history of New York, I
could not understand why if Roelantsen started the
School in 1633, the current seal of the School had the
year 1638.

356 YEARS OF FORMAL
It did not take long to ascertain the basis for the
discrepancy.It aroseout of aconflictbetween two groups
of scholars’ one associated with former headmaster,
Henry W. Dunshee, and the other by William Heard
Kilpatrick, late professorat TeachersCollege of Columbia University. Each agreed that there was evidence of
somekind of education in New Amsterdamearly on, but
both, in a desireto pinpoint an exastdatefor the founding
of what is now Collegiate School assembledarguments,
Dunshee for 1633 and Kilpatrick for 1638. Dunshee’s
date of 1633 had beenacceptedby the school until 1965
when Kilpatrick’s date of 1638 replacedit.
From my readings of the controversy, I favored
Dunshee’s case and went to the current Headmasterof
Collegiate’ Dr. Richard F. Barter, to argue for that side.
Dr. Barter, as it turned out, had long been interested in
re-opening the controversy to permit further research.He
left no stone unturned in an attempt to locate additional
support for the Dunshee position. Over the next seven
years, School representatives wrote to and conferred
with leading scholars both here and abroad. Dr. David
Mallison, then of Collegiate’s faculty, travelled to the
Netherlands in search of additional materials. Many
books and documentswere re-read for possible clues.
The end result of our endeavors is set forth in a
resolution paper read to the Collegiate School Board of
Trustees on April 18, 1984, and in a scholarly paper
prepared by Dr. Massimo Maglione of Collegiate’s
Faculty attached to the resolution and following this
paper.Like a good detective story, it turned out that both
Dunshee and Kilpatrick had led us astray because they
had known little of the central figure, Reverend Jonas
Michaelius. We presentedour conclusion to the Board
of Trusteesas follows:
To: The Board of Trustees of Collegiate School
From: W.L. Frost, Vice-President
For the past seven years, we have studied intensively the origins
of Collegiate School. The “we” includes Doctors Maglione,
Clarke, Mallison and Barter of the School’s faculty, and myself.
We have read the original sources in translation, we have surveyed
a broad scope of secondary works and commentaries and we have
communicated with leading scholars in the field both in this
country and in the Netherlands. Dr. Ma&on visited the Netherlands in pursuit of our inquiries.
We have concluded that the origins of Collegiate School are firmly
based in the arrival in New Amsterdam in 1628 of the first minister
of the Dutch Reformed Protestant Church, Jonas Michaelius. The
analysis that supports this conclusion is set forth in a paper
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prepared by Dr. Massimo Maglione which has been distributed to
Trustees at this April meeting.
Dr. Maglione adopts a methodology which differs from that
applied by earlier students of the School’s history. His methadology is based on the assumption that in the pre-colonial era
educational institutions were notfounded in any formal fashion.
They were, to use the word Lawrence Cremin suggests for
medieval universities, “not so much founded as they founded
themselves.” By shifting the search from the difficult task of
pinpointing an exact year of founding to the more realistic analysis
of origins, Dr. Maglione has set the earliest beginning of the
Collegiate School in its proper setting. We have been persuaded
that there are two compelling reasons to adopt 1628 as the year of
Collegiate’s origins. First of all, the previous dates given for the
School’s so-called founding-1633
by Dunshee and 1638 by
Kilpatrick-rest
on less than certain foundations. Both scholars
agreed that the School’s origins go back to 1628, if not earlier, but
they could not resist the urge to locate a specific year for the
School’s so-called founding. In doing so, they permitted what
Maglione calls “powerful inferential evidence”3 of the School’s
originsin 1628tobesuperceded byguessesfrom single,somewhat
unclear lines of evidence that the School had been founded in 1633
or 1638.
The second, and even more compelling reason, to adopt 1628 is
philosophic, in the sense that a choice of dates is also a choice of
values. We know from existing letters that Reverend Jonas
Michaelius arrived on this island in 1628 to, as he wrote, “establish
a form of a church.A He did establish that church and by so doing,
he had also to be a teacher. As Dr. Maglione notes, “literacy [for
Jonas Michaelius] . . . was not a cultural option but a religious
necessity.” By citing 1628 as the origin of Collegiate School, we
emphasize the central role of the Dutch Reformed Protestant
Church in establishing the School. Such an affirmation is particularly appropriate in this, the 400th year of Michaelius’ birth.
Collegiate School is now independent of the Church, but it shall
forever more accept its origins with pride.

We did not ask the Board of Trusteesto vote formally
on the 1628 date. All the votes in the world cannot alter
the termsof the historical analysis nor of the philosophic
alternatives. But, having assuredthe Board of Trustees
that during Ehe past seven years we have reviewed the
issues with diligence, we requestedthat the Board not
object to the school’s useof 1628asthe dateof its origins
on seals,emblems,ties, literature, etc., asdeterminedby
the school’s staff from time to time.
The Board resolution and this paper set the tone for
Dr. Maglione’s paper which follows. Dr. Maglione cites
documentary and contextual evidence in support of
ReverendJonasMichaelius’ role in originating the Collegiate School in 1628,and I recommendthis paperas a
more formal presentation of the founding controversy.
Long live 16281
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